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INTRODUCTION

Introduction
Watsonia is a metropolitan suburb located approximately 30min drive north-east of 
the Melbourne CBD. It is home to approximately 5,500 people and sits within the local 
government area of the City of Banyule.  
 
Due to the future works and disruption of the North East Link Project, proposed directly 
east of the Watsonia Town Centre, the City Of Banyule have successfully secured State 
Government funding of $5.5 million. This funding has been granted on the basis that it will 
be used to enhance Watsonia through the establishment of a town square for the benefit 
of the community. 
 
The City of Banyule commissioned Group GSA in June 2021 to develop Concept and 
Construction Documentation in coordination and consultation with council, community 
and local stakeholders for a re-imagined Watsonia Town Square. 
 
Following the summation of feedback collected during the three (3) primary consultation 
sessions undertaken in June and July 2021 in collaboration with City of Banyule, eight (8) 
key ‘Design Principles’ were developed. These ‘Design Principles’ were consulted with 
the Community Reference Group and formed to reflect the communities core objectives 
and project aspirations.   
 
This package covers the project process from inception, analysis and Opportunities and 
Constraints for the site, through to the development of three (3) unique concept designs 
for the site to aid the broad community consultation process.

Project Objectives
•	 Create a safe, accessible and inclusive town square for the Watsonia community

•	 Encourage Activation and Flexibility through the Town Centre

•	 Respond to the needs and desires of the community and local stakeholders

•	 Encourage a pedestrian and cyclist priority connection through the Town Centre

Watsonia Town Centre Project 
is supported by the Victorian 
Government.



REGIONAL CONTEXT

02
Pg 6

Watsonia Town Centre Analysis & Concept Report  
For: Banyule City Council

Watsonia Town Centre Project is supported by 
the Victorian Government



Pg 7

REGIONAL CONTEXT MAP

Regional context map

Main Roads

Site

Train line

Train Stations

Highways and bypasses

Regional Context
Watsonia Town Centre is located approximately 
15km North-East from Melbourne CBD. The main 
public transport access is the State Route 27 and 
Hurstbridge train line. 

Main roads and bypasses in proximity to 
Watsonia include; the Metropolitan Ring Rd and 
Greensborough Byp. 

Watsonia will be impacted by the future works of the 
North East Link Project (NEL) alignment and should 
be considered in the future context of the site.

The proposed NEL alignment projected to finish 
in 2027/28 is anticipated to increase connectivity, 
reduce hours in traffic and congestion using existing 
highways. It will connect the M80 Ring Rd to the 
Eastern Freeway in Bulleen. As a result the NEL sees 
to improve; transport services, walking and cycling 
networks, create less impact in environmentally 
sensitive areas and better opportunities for jobs in 
other areas in Victoria.
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LOCAL CONTEXT & LINK TO NEL

Local context & Link to NEL

Proposed pedestrian and cycling link

Potential cycling connection

Pedestrian desire lines

Off-road walking and cycling

Site Extent

Public Use Zone 6 (Local Government)

Potential new NEL road trench

Watsonia train station

Existing train tracks

Existing commercial and non-residence 
properties

SCALE: NTS

Local context & Link to 
NEL
As a part of the Ridge Design Character area of the 
North East Link, Watsonia Town Centre is located 
to the West of the new infrastructure project, which 
includes a direct connection between Elder Street 
Greensborough Highway and the station carpark.

Some of the main considerations that incorporate 
the approved NEL Urban strategy document include 
the provision of crossings for pedestrians and bike 
riders to the shops and station, better links for local 
businesses and improved carpark opportunities. 

Within the NEL approved Urban Strategy, some of 
the key elements include: 

- East-West pedestrian and cycling link over 
Greensborough Road and connecting the Watsonia 
train station to the centre, considering pedestrian 
desire lines and enhancing wayfinding and legibility;

- Provide pedestrian and cycling link between 
Watsonia station and Watsonia Town Centre;

- Provide new North-South pedestrian and cycling 
path to both sides of the NEL corridor.

The above are key considerations which are relevant 
to the development of this project and need attention.
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SITE ANALYSIS

Land use & Planning Diagram

Roads

Site Extent

Public Use Zone 6 (Local Government)

Road Zone

Public Use Zone 4 (Transport)

General Residential Zone

Commercial Zone SCALE: NTS
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Land use & Planning
According to VicPlan’s VPP Ordinance (Victoria 
Planing Provision) reports, Watsonia Town Centre is 
located in between several planning classifications 
attributed by VicPlan, including Public Use, Road, 
Residential and Commercial.

Within the site we can find Public use for local 
government (PUZ6) for public utility and community 
services, Commercial Zones (C1Z) to create vibrant 
mixed use commercial centres for retail, office and 
business, and General Residential Zones (GRZ).

The adjacent zones to the site present as Public use 
for transport (PUZ4), and Road Zone to implement 
Municipal Planning strategies and framework, as well 
as identify significant existing roads.
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Destinations & Connections Diagram

Roads

Site Extent

Train Tracks

Main destinations / Local Functions

On road cycling lane

Main pedestrian path

Lined pedestrian crossing

Pedestrian bridge

Traffic lights/signalised crossing

40 speed limit zone

Significant bordering buildings

Laneway

Driveways

SCALE: NTS

Siriwan Thai Restaurant

Liquorland

Kebab Nation

RSL Watsonia

Syrup Cafe

Unico Restaurant

The A Team Kitchen
Early Learning Centre

Pharmacy
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Local BP

Children’s 
Dance School

Bike shed

Watsonia Train 
Station

Watsonia 
Library

Holy Spirit 
Anglican Church

Destinations & 
Connectivity
Watsonia Town Centre approximately 15km North-
East from Melbourne CBD, is mainly accessible by 
State Route 27 and Hurstbridge train line.

Locally, the main access roads to and within the site 
are Watsonia Road and Morwell Avenue, followed 
by Grace St and Ibbottson St. The site sits adjacent 
to Watsonia station which offers direct pedestrian 
access to it.

The site is mainly delineated by residential and 
commercial areas, as well as the library outdoors and 
a timber warehouse.

Some of the local functions include: Watsonia Library, 
Holy Spirit Anglican Church, Public toilets, Local 
BP station, Watsonia Pharmacy, Watsonia RSL, 
Essentially Dance, Watsonia Early Learning Centre 
and several restaurants, cafés and shops.
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SITE ANALYSIS

Bus stops within Watsonia Town Centre

Existing taxi Rank zone / shed

Bus stop on Greensborough HW to be 
considered within NEL Urban strategy

Watsonia Train Station

Linkage between train station and bus stops/ 
taxi zone to be considered

SCALE: NTS

Site Extent

Existing Bus Route 566

Existing Train line Hurstbridge 

Public Transport Diagram

SCALE: NTS

Public Transport
Watsonia is strategically positioned between 
Greensborough, a major activity centre and the La 
Trobe University and the National Employment and 
Innovation precinct (NEIC). Buses are the main public 
transport connecting these key points and the main 
route going through site is the bus route 566. This 
route runs from Northland SC Murray Rd - Preston 
to Lalor SC/ David St - Lalor, via Watsonia and 
Greensborough stations. 

Within the site, the route runs through the North 
portion of Watsonia road (both directions), Morwell 
Avenue (West direction, going through Stop ID 
2722), High St (South direction), and Grace St (East 
direction, going through stop Stop ID 201).

This is an important consideration for the traffic 
layout and needs to be considered when re-
designing the roads within Watsonia town centre. 
There must be flexibility and opportunities for 
improved location of bus stops as well as potential 
future bus routes.

Another important consideration is the influx of 
train commuters using Hurstbridge Line and the 
connection from the train station to the bus stops. 
The new design must provide an easy and safe link 
between the train station and proposed location of 
bus stops, which would, ideally, be located closer to 
the existing train station.
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Vegetation

Existing Trees

Site Extent

Vegetated areas

Contour lines

Existing significant tree

Existing significant Flame tree

SCALE: NTS

Vegetation 
Watsonia Town Centre sits within a long easement 
stretch and for this reason, it is limited to the type 
of vegetation that it can have directly under the 
electrical power lines.

Within the site, its possible to find, mainly, small trees, 
plants and grass through out the area. Planting and 
turf accounts for approximately 30% of the site, 
with less then 12% canopy coverage. The planting 
is largely native with some exotic trees and shrubs. 
This is something that needs to be considered when 
planning for new planting, and makes a part of the 
main constraints of the site. 
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1. Transplanted Native Brachychiton acerifolius 

found around the site and to be protected

2. Native mass planting at Jacarandas lining 

the library car park and entrance 3. Large Native Eucalyptus species

4. Exotic tree in round-about in sparse mass 

planting 

5. Exotic palms out the front of RSL

6. Sparse native grass and sedge planting 

under Jacarandas in poor condition

7. Native tree and shrub planting outside 

Anglican Church

8. Large Native tree species at Library and 

train station car park
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SITE ANALYSIS

SCALE: NTS

Topography 

Steeper topography

Site Extent

Medium sloping topography

Contour lines

Descending topography

Steep descending topography

Flatter topography

SCALE: NTS

Highest points on site

100m
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94m

Topography
The site has its highest point at approximately 100m, 
and lowest at 94m, with topography descending from 
West to East, and water flow in this direction. 

The gradients found on site vary between 1:6 to 1;20, 
with a few other flat areas.

This will also be an important consideration when 
planning for storm-water management, as well as 
defining accessible grading throughout the site. MORWELL AVE
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AusNet Easement & Underground 
services

Easement and power-lines extent

Electrical Towers

Site Extent

SCALE: NTS

High pressure gas pipe

Telstra line

Licensed Transmission pressure gas main

Water main (Yarra Valley Water)

Low voltage underground cable

Sewer

High voltage underground cable

Electrical Substation

Potential asbestos water main (Yarra Valley Water)

APA Licensed 
transmission pressure gas 

28m

350m

AusNet Easement & 
Underground services
Right through Watsonia Town Centre, runs an 
easement and overhead power-lines on an 
North-West / South - East direction for a total of  
approximately 350m within the site.

This easement comprises several constraints  on 
site, including vegetation, materiality and area 
available for development / use adjacent to where 
the electrical towers sit. The towers take up an area 
of approximately 64m2 each, and require a buffer.

The above are all important factors to consider 
when developing and designing the site, which will 
require review and approval by AusNet prior to any 
construction.

The other major constraint on site is the existing 
licensed transmission gas main and the proposed 
concepts will need to refer to the APA’s Site 
Planning and Landscape National Guidelines for 
understanding of appropriate design and common 
practices. Proposed designs will need to allow 
3m buffers on either side of the easement for 
incorporation of furniture, light poles and trees.
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Services

Electricity pit

Site Extent

Grated pit

Telecom pit

Side entry pit 

Junction pit

SCALE: NTSElectricity pole

Service Infrastructure
The existing site infrastructure must be considered 
for the redevelopment of the Watsonia Town Centre. 
Existing assets including the following should be 
considered:

•	  
Light poles located along either side of Morwell 
Avenue and the Watsonia Library;

•	 Pits and electricity poles found on the majority of 
intersection corners within the study area.

Light pole

Sewer main hole

Electricity light pole

MORWELL AVE

MORWELL AVE

W
A

T
S

O
N

IA
 R

D

GRACE ST

GRACE ST

IB
B

O
T

TS
O

N
 S

T

H
IG

H
 S

T

H
IG

H
 S

T

GRACE ST

BLACK ST

BLACK ST



Pg 18
Watsonia Town Centre Analysis & Concept Report  
For: Banyule City Council

Watsonia Town Centre Project is supported by 
the Victorian Government

SITE ANALYSIS

Car and bicycle parking

2 hour car parking areas

Site Extent

5 hour car parking areas

1/4 hour car parking areas

All day car parking areas

All day car parking (except between 8-8:30am)

Disability parking 

Parking along streets outside of the site

Existing parkiteer

Car and bicycle parking
Being the Centre of Watsonia, the site includes a 
large amount of car parking, which is one of the 
aspects that will define spatial conditions and 
restrictions.

The library car park integrates a total of 52 car 
spaces, and Morwell Avenue a total 172 spaces.

In the library side there is also an existing parkiteer 
(bicycle parking shed) which will be considered 
as part of the design strategy in connection to 
the proposed shared path, either within the same 
location or relocated to a more suitable one, 
according to the proposed designs. 
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Car park outside Watsonia Library Entry to pedestrian foot bridge towards Watsonia Station Entry from Ibbottson St into Library walkway and car park

Facing West up Morwell Av into car parkCar park facing North West up Morwell Avenue

Area 1

# Location & direction

Visual direction

Area 2

Area 3

Electrical enclosure
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KEY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

ECONOMIC GROWTH LOCAL IDENTITYACCESSTRAFFIC & PARKING

CREATE A CIVIC AND CULTURAL 
HEART THAT IS WELCOMING 
AND MEMORABLE. HIGHLIGHT 
AND EMBRACE EXISTING SITES, 
STRENGTHS AND ATTRACTIONS

PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH 
USING UNIQUE AND INNOVATIVE 
DESIGNS THAT ENCOURAGE 
INCREASED FOOTFALL AND 
PATRONAGE TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

ENSURE PEDESTRIAN AND 
CYCLIST PRIORITY, SAFETY AND 
INCLUSIVE ACCESSIBILITY AND 
EXPERIENCE FOR USERS OF ALL 
ABILITIES

EFFICIENT AND INTEGRATED 
TRAFFIC TREATMENTS AND 
PARKING THAT REINFORCES 
WATSONIA’S PLACE VALUE
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SUSTAINABILITYCOMMUNITY FLEXIBLE SPACESAMENITIES

ENHANCE AND PROTECT 
SURROUNDING ECOLOGY 
WITH SUSTAINABLE 
PRACTICES AND GREENING

ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY 
CONGREGATION AND 
ACTIVITY THROUGH FURTHER 
DEVELOPING WATSONIA’S 
LOCAL IDENTITY AND CREATING 
INNOVATIVE SPACES

EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
CREATE ADDITIONAL PUBLIC 
SPACES AND CREATE FLEXIBLE 
AND MULTI-USE AREAS. 
POTENTIAL INTEGRATION OF 
MONOPOLES

PROVIDE BETTER AND 
SAFER AMENITIES THAT ARE 
RESPECTED AND VALUED BY THE 
COMMUNITY

KEY DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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USER MATRIX

USER / PEOPLE 
TYPE LOCAL RESIDENTS LIBRARY USERS & WORKERS TRAIN COMMUTERS CAR DRIVERS PEDESTRIANS CYCLISTS

PROFILE

Residents of Watsonia use the site for 
multiple purposes including; commuting, 
shopping, parking, the library and other 
amenities. 

Watsonia Library patrons use the 
library between the hours of 9am - 
8:30pm Monday-Wednesday (10pm 
on Thursday) 9-5pm on Fridays, 
10-5pm Saturdays and 1-5pm on 
Sundays. The library also holds 
events for various demographics 
within and outside of these hours. 
Workers may work outside of the 
opening hours and may visit other 
shops and frequent areas in the rest 
of the site .

Local residents, traders and workers 
and well as visitors commute to and 
from the site via the train and station. 
The station connects people from 
neighbouring councils and further. 
This means the site hosts a variety of 
demographics.

Main roads, shops, parking and amenities 
brings vehicle traffic. The site should 
consider how to reduce vehicle traffic, 
increase safety and better parking  
connection and opportunities.

Pedestrians circulate the site, commuters, 
traders and local residents more frequently. 

Currently the site has cyclist parking 
and travelling through the site. The site 
must consider an increase in cyclists and 
alternative commuting options for the 
future.

ESSENTIAL

NEEDS &

CONSULTATION

FEEDBACK

- Safe access and connectivity (DDA);

- Path network;

- Street furniture;

- Open Space/vegetation

- Way-finding;

- Opportunities for active recreation;

- Shade;

- Parking.

- Upgraded amenities

- Lighting and security at night 

- Flexible event space

- Safe access and connectivity (DDA);

- Path network;

- Street furniture;

- Way-finding;

- Shade;

- Parking.

- Upgraded amenities

- Lighting and security at night 

- Safe access and connectivity 
(DDA);

- Pram ramps and strollers

- Bike parking

- Lockers

- Way-finding;

- Shade/Shelter;

- Rest spots and seating.

- Upgraded toilets

- Lighting and security at night 

- Ramps and stairs access where 
necessary.

- Safe access and connectivity (DDA);

- Fields and courts and equipment 
facilities to standard;

- Parking and drop off point;

- Drinking water/taps;

- Parking (long and short term)

- Loading zones

- Improved and safe sight-lines

- Safe access and connectivity (DDA);

- Shade/shelter;

- Toilets and amenities.

- Drinking fountains

- Lighting and security at night 

- Safe access 

- Bike parking

- Bike path or;

- Shared path network suitable for bikes;

- Way-finding and signage

- Drinking fountains and water refill taps

- Lighting and security at night 

KEY 

PRINCIPLES &

RESPONSE

Local Identity: Using elements from the 
existing site design,  retaining significant 
trees and highlighting existing significant 
sites will enrich local identity.

Flexible Spaces & Community: creating 
flexible spaces to hold events will bring in 
locals and build on Watsonia’s sense of 
community. 

Economic Growth: the new design seeks 
to increase the sites usability, encouraging 
visitors and patrons which will in turn 
create local economic growth.

Community and local identity: New 
flexible spaces and  designated 
pedestrian areas will create a 
library extension. This will increase 
visibility of  Library as a significant 
local building and add to the sense 
of community and local identity of 
Watsonia.

Access: Ensuring that the majority 
of the pedestrian paths and 
designated areas are level to improve 
accessibility.

Access: Better connections to the 
Station for all commuters at DDA 
standard for inclusive access.

Amenities: Upgrading public 
toilets, adding lockers or bike 
sheds, drinking fountains and 
other amenities like seating 
areas and shade will improve the 
train commuter experience and 
encourage them to engage with 
other areas on the site.

Access: Designated vehicle areas and 
keeping vehicles to one side of Morwell 
Avenue will improve traffic flow for 
motorists and safety for both motorists 
and pedestrians.

Traffic and parking: car parking areas 
will keep car parking numbers. DDA 
bays, loading bays, taxi bays and various 
parking time limits will be in place to 
ensure inclusivity of all motorists  as well 
as reducing traffic. 

Access: Better connected path networks and 
level paths will increase pedestrian accessibility. 

Traffic and parking: Reduction of vehicle 
traffic and inclusion of pedestrian designated 
areas will create pedestrian friendly spaces. 
Speed bumps entering all intersections as 
will as signalised wombat crossing increase 
pedestrian safety.

Flexible spaces & amenities: Creating flexible 
spaces with better amenities will encourage 
pedestrians to engage with the site and not only 
pass through.

Traffic and parking: Creating spaces that 
exclude vehicles and better cycle path 
networks increase cyclists safety and 
circulation.

Amenities: Including bike sheds, bike 
hoops/parking, fix stations and access 
to drinking water will ensure the needs of 
cyclists are met on site.
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USER MATRIX

USER / PEOPLE 
TYPE BUS COMMUTERS / DRIVERS FAMILIES AND CHILDREN PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES TRADERS CUSTOMERS/PATRONS

PROFILE

The circulation and accessibility 
of buses through and within the 
site is important and will need to 
be considered as the design is 
established. The site should consider 
bus circulation requirements through 
out Watsonia centre and provide 
opportunities for future needs. 

Local families and children use the site. 
Encouragement of younger populations and 
meeting future generation needs are to be 
considered. 

The site will be inclusive and consider people with 
various physical abilities and neuro-divergent people. 
Amenities and design elements will therefore cater 
and consider their needs while on the site and access 
to the site. 

The Watsonia Shopping Centre has many 
small businesses, that represent a wider 
range of sectors.

Customers of the local businesses and long time patrons 
of businesses such of that of the RSL are also a focus in 
the new site design. A majority local residents are from 
neighbouring neighbourhoods. 

ESSENTIAL

NEEDS &

CONSULTATION

FEEDBACK

- Improve access and connectivity to 
re-located bus stops 

- Safe connection between Watsonia 
train station and bus stops

- Locate bus stops near train station

- Consider future proof of traffic, stops 
and termination for future bus routes 
(turning points, swept paths, traffic 
relationship)

- Allow flexibility for potential future 
bus routes

- Safe access and connectivity (DDA);

- Pram ramps and trolley ramps

- Path networks

- Playground

- Open space

- Disability parking bays

- Lighting and security at night

- Parking and drop off zones

- Safe access and connectivity (DDA);

- Pram ramps and trolley ramps (DDA)

- Path networks

- Disability parking bays

- Lighting and security at night

- Parking and drop off zones (DDA)

- Lighting and security and night 

- Rest spots and park furniture (DDA compliant)

- Safe access with stroller/pram ramps;

- Path network;

- Streetscape furniture;

- Way-finding;

- Shade/shelter;

- Parking;

- Toilets and amenities.

- Loading bays

- Lighting and security and night 

- Safe access with stroller/pram ramps;

- Path network;

- Streetscape furniture;

- Way-finding;

- Shade/shelter;

- Parking;

- Toilets and amenities.

- Loading bays

- Lighting and security and night 

KEY 

PRINCIPLES &

RESPONSE

Access: Incorporate necessary swept 
paths and turning points to allow 
bus accessibility. Provide  safe and 
clear access to bus stops. Consider 
proximity to Watsonia train station 
and Library carpark. Provide DDA 
accessible bus stops / shelters to 
existing routes and consider future 
routes through Watsonia Rd.

Traffic and parking: Designated bus 
zones, U-turns and termination zones 
shall be provided, as well as bus 
stopping bays where necessary.

Access: Inclusion and increase of pram ramps 
allows families to move more easily throughout 
the site.

Community: Creating play areas will reinvigorate 
the sense of community by drawing in families and 
children.

Flexible spaces: Flexible spaces will mean several 
different events can be held for families

Local identity: These playground and flexible 
areas as well as better access and amenities will 
hope to encourage more families to the site and 
redefine Watsonia’s identity as family friendly 
destination

Access: DDA pram ramps and level paths and 
pedestrian designated areas will improve the sites 
access for people with varying abilities. 

Amenities: will be DDA including seating, drinking 
fountains, bins and public bathrooms.

Traffic and parking: More and better located DDA/ 
disability parking bays and drop of zones as well as 
pedestrian only areas create safer spaces for people 
with disabilities. 

Community: All of these inclusive measures will 
increase diversity and interconnectedness within the 
community.

Access: By designating pedestrian areas 
near by shop fronts, people will be spend 
more time on site and are more likely to visit 
local shops.  

Amenities: Better lighting at night will create 
safer conditions and create a  night time 
economy .

Flexible spaces: Events will entice patrons 
and customers.

Economic growth: All these design 
initiatives will aid economic growth. 
Increase number of pedestrians, inclusive 
design for all members of the community 
and outer community brings new potential 
markets and customer demographics. 

Local identity: A better designed site will bring more 
customers and create a more distinctive local identity

Access: Ensuring new measures for inclusive access 
and ease of mobility will increase customer and patron 
use of the site.

Community: With more visitors and customers brings 
better community initiative and pride.

Amenities and flexible spaces: Events held in flexible 
new spaces will better satisfy a diverse demographic of 
customers.

Traffic and parking: Including loading bays, better traffic 
flow, drop offs and pick up zones will serve different 
customers needs.
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS - AREA 1

OPPS & CONS KEY

Existing car park circulation (entry & exit)

 Electrical Towers

Site Extent

Existing car park

Steep topographic area

Significant trees

Easement area

Area 1 boundary

Flatter topographic area

On road cycle lane

Licensed transmission gas main (APA)

Opportunities
AREA 1

- Traffic navigation can be re-organised to be safer 
and more efficient;

 - Pedestrians and bicycles  to be prioritised - 
currently the site is main focus is the car park and 
rearrangement can bring new uses and spaces within 
the site;

- Retaining of existing vegetation and add of new 
vegetation (Vegetation restrictions only under 
easement);

- Car park layout can be re-designed to be more 
efficient, not dominate the space;

 - New  relocated toilet block;

- Open flexible spaces for pop up events;

- Integration of topography within the design;

- Strong link between train station and site, as well as 
bus stops.

- Clear and safe pedestrian / bicycle link between 
Watsonia Town Centre, new Watsonia station and 
Easement Reserve

- Opportunity for clear/safe access between 
Watsonia station and re-located bus stops on site.

Constraints
AREA 1

1 - Current car park - Car parking numbers need to be 
approx. 52, or compensated in other areas;

2. Topography - varied gradients and steeper slopes 
on site may present challenges; 

3 - Existing trees and tree root zones / tree protection 
zones need to be protected;

4 - Tower footprints take up the public space by 
64m2 each;

5 - Building structures including canopies, shelters 
and alike are not permitted under the Power lines 
easement,

6 - Adjacent roads and traffic constraints - ensuring 
safe entry and exits of the car park in relation 
to the road will constrain car park and spacial 
arrangements;

7 - Watsonia footbridge must connect to an 
accessible path network into the site;

8 - Ensure 3m buffer of either side of APA licensed 
transmission gas main for application of any furniture, 
light poles or trees. 

NOTE: Proposed concepts must be reviewed and 
approved by AusNet.

W
A

T
S

O
N

IA
 R

D

GRACE ST

Opportunity to 
reconfigure car park - 
restricting it to on side  
or so its less imposing

Opportunity to 
continue cyclists path  
instead of stopping at 
on road lanes

Opportunity to 
increase pedestrian 
designate area and 
flexible spaceArea 2

Area 3

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3Key Plan

1

1

6

4

4

6
8

7

6

5

2
Opportunity to 
upgrade and 
relocate toilet

Opportunity to 
upgrade and 
relocate toilet 
Bike Shed

Opportunity for clear and 
safe pedestrian / bicycle 
link between Watsonia 
Town Centre, Watsonia 
station and Easement 
Reserve

Opportunity for clear and 
safe access between 
Watsonia station and bus 
stops within the site.
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OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS - AREA 2

Significant trees

Area with higher traffic congestion

Opportunities
AREA 2

- Traffic lanes can be studied an re-organized to allow 
for shared zones;

- Redirecting traffic can create pedestrian prioritised 
flexible spaces (vehicles excluded) spaces;

- Adjacent connecting roads can be re-oriented;

- Illawara Flame Trees can be relocated and 
highlighted elsewhere on site;

- Re-design of the above will allow for the creation of 
new spaces;

- Redefine sight-lines gives opportunity for relocating 
significant trees and introducing better safety 
measures

- Opportunity to continue on road cycle paths on 
Watsonia Rd and form part of a cycle network 
throughout the site

 

Constraints
AREA 2

1 - All existing connections need to be considered 
when designing this area as to not create more traffic 
and alternative routes can be accessed by all;

2 - Materiality and planting under power-lines/
easement need to be selected; according to AusNet 
guidelines;

3 - Traffic congestion;

4 - Significant trees including Illawara Flame Trees 
must be protected;

5 - Sight-lines & pedestrian visibility is important for 
ensuring road safety

NOTE: Proposed concepts must be reviewed and 
approved by AusNet.

MORWELL AVE

W
A

T
S

O
N

IA
 R

D

Area 1

Area 3

GRACE ST

IB
B

O
T

TS
O

N
 S

T

OPPS & CONS KEY

 Existing vehicle circulation

Site Extent

Potential pedestrian prioritised area/flexible 

Potential redirected traffic direction

Potential pedestrian connection

Easement area

Area 2 boundary

Opportunity to create 
a stronger connection 
between areas 1 & 3

Opportunity to connect 
cycle lanes to  potential 
cycle network on site

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3Key Plan

23

3

5

Opportunity for  plaza/
flexible space

3

3

Opportunity for urban 
plaza/flexible space

1

1
1

1

1

5

Opportunity for shared 
zone



Pg 30
Watsonia Town Centre Analysis & Concept Report  
For: Banyule City Council

Watsonia Town Centre Project is supported by 
the Victorian Government

OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS - AREA 3

OPPS & CONS KEY

Opportunities
AREA 3

- Car park layout and traffic redirection can be re-
designed to be more efficient;

- Car lanes re-design of will allow for the creation of 
new spaces and;

-  Increase permeability into shop fronts; creating 
more seating and flexible spaces for people to spend 
more time out the front of shop front areas;

- Activities such as tennis, football, basketball can be 
included, under specific requirements;

- Markets and gardens (consider vegetation height 
limits);

- Playground equipment, subject to 1m height limit,

- Open flexible spaces for pop up events;

- New vegetation and greening opportunities provide 
increased aesthetic, ecological services to the local 
community and sustainability

- Integration of WSUD elements within the design.

Constraints
AREA 3

1 - Car parking numbers need to be approx. 160, or 
compensated in other areas;

2 - Vegetation under power lines limited to 3m height;

3 - Materiality under power-lines need to be selected; 
according to AusNet guidelines;

4 - Metallic elements are not appropriate under the 
power-lines;

5 - Building structures including canopies, shelters 
and alike are not permitted under the Power lines 
easement,

6 - Need to provide access to driveways along 
Morwell Avenue;

7 - Significant trees to be protected; 

NOTE: Proposed concepts must be reviewed and 
approved by AusNet.

Area 2

W
A

T
S

O
N

IA
 R

D

GRACE ST

Existing 

Pedestrian entry and shop front permeability

Site Extent

 Pedestrian prioritised area/flexible space 

Open area for enhancing 

Potential pedestrian traffic direction 

Significant trees

 Easement area

Area 3 boundary

3

1

5

6

2

4

6

6

6

6

6

6

6

Existing car park

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3Key Plan
Driveways

7
7

Opportunity for urban plaza/
flexible space; opportunity 
to include sporting activities, 
playgrounds and pop up  events

Opportunity for urban plaza/flexible 
space for increased shop front 

Opportunity for car 
park restructuring

Opportunity for 
re-vegetation and 
planting, as well as 
WSUD elements

Opportunity for 
traffic redirection

Opportunity for 
future enhancing of 
this area
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COMMUNITY:Activity Zone 
(Playground, Sport etc)

TRAFFIC & PARKING

LOCAL IDENTITY

AMENITIES

SUSTAINABILITY

ACCESS: Vehicle Movement
Optional Vehicle Movements

ECONOMIC GROWTH: 

Vehicle Movement

Access: Pedestrian & Cycle 

FLEXIBLE SPACES:
Open Space 

COMMUNITY:
Activity Zone 
(Playground, Sport etc)

TRAFFIC & 
PARKING

LOCAL IDENTITY

AMENITIES

SUSTAINABILITY

ACCESS: 
Vehicle Movement
Optional Vehicle Movements

ECONOMIC GROWTH: 
Vehicle Movement

Access: 
Pedestrian & Cycle 

FLEXIBLE SPACES:
Open Space 

COMMUNITY:
Activity Zone 
(Playground, Sport etc)

TRAFFIC & 
PARKING

LOCAL IDENTITY

AMENITIES

SUSTAINABILITY

ACCESS: 
Vehicle Movement
Optional Vehicle Movements

ECONOMIC GROWTH: 
Vehicle Movement

Access: 
Pedestrian & Cycle 

FLEXIBLE SPACES:
Open Space 

KEY INITIATIVES DIAGRAM

KEY INITIATIVES KEY

Principles Layout
Traffic and parking

Developing traffic and parking strategies that will 
help re-define the traffic layout and capacity, in order 
to create new spaces and give priority to pedestrians 
and cyclists. 

Include specific and varied surface treatments that 
highlight shared use areas and speed limits that will 
make all circulation safe.

Access

Providing clear access to the site with primary 
connecting roads and secondary / optional roads 
that can help maximise pedestrian areas.

Creating a clear pedestrian / bicycle connection 
through the different areas and linking external 
existing and proposed paths systems to it, such as 
proposed by NELP Urban Strategy. Signage and way 
finding will be a big part of this.

Include specific and varied surface treatments 
that highlight different areas and help for site 
understanding.

Economic Growth

Provide spaces and opportunities for activities that 
allow local businesses to expand and use the spaces 
for activities / events that entice economic growth 
and promote the area.

Community

Define spaces along the site that promote a sense 
of community i.e. gathering spaces, local activities, 
meeting zones, sensory areas, etc.

Local Identity

Create an identity of the place by re-using and 
highlighting materials / elements that have been 
apart of the site i.e. llawara Flame Trees

Amenities

Ensuring that the site will provide the amenities that 
the community needs and locating them in strategic 
points to help make them easily accessed, by placing 
these adjacent or close to the main pedestrian / 
cyclist link, i.e. toilet bloc, bicycle shed / bicycle 
parking, drinking fountains, bins etc. 

Sustainability

Consider and include a type of design and planting 
that will have an important role in sustaining the 
resilience and ecology  of the site, i.e. by choice of 
plant species that offer special use / functions on 
water drainage (WSUD), habitat, soil erosion control 
etc.

Flexible Spaces

Provide open areas, both hard and soft surfaces, that 
will allow for the community to hold events of their 
interest and potentially showcase / selling of local art, 
food through pop up markets and exhibitions.

Traffic & Parking

Access:

Economic growth:

Community: Flexible spaces:

Local Identity

Amenities

Sustainability

Primary vehicle movement
Secondary vehicle movement

Commercial extensions

Activity zones (Playground, sports, etc) Open spaces

Pedestrian & Cycle movements
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COMMUNITY:Activity Zone 
(Playground, Sport etc)

TRAFFIC & PARKING

LOCAL IDENTITY

AMENITIES

SUSTAINABILITY

ACCESS: Vehicle Movement
Optional Vehicle Movements

ECONOMIC GROWTH: 

Vehicle Movement

Access: Pedestrian & Cycle 

FLEXIBLE SPACES:
Open Space 
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INDICATIVE TRAFFIC LIGHTS & POS

CONCEPT OPTION 1

KEY STATISTICS

CARPARKING PED / CAR 
CROSSINGS

BIKE PARKING
OPEN USABLE 

SPACE
SPORTS / PLAY

SHADE  STRUCTURE/ 
TREES (CA)

HARD VS SOFT 
SURFACE

CURRENT FUTURE / DISABLED CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE HARD SOFT

Area 1 
Library

52 33 / 2 2 2 1 shed
1 shed  + 9 

bike racks
1890 m2

2290 

m2
0 420 m2 30T

2 SS / 

23T
2875m2 2980m2

Area 2 
Intersection

- - 6 5 - - - 250 m2 - - 1T 2T 2371m2 194 m2

Area 3 
Morwell Ave.

160 141 / 3 1 3 0
9 bike 

racks
1107 m2 1130 m2 0 245 m2 13T 86T 9156m2 1800m2

KEY URBAN DESIGN STRATEGIES

Re-design of Morwell carpark to allow for a wide pedestrian connection to RSL and shared 
path through all areas and activities. Morwell Ave. side is the main square space.

Maximization of Morwell pedestrianise spaces, inclusive of open/gathering and active 
areas. North-South connection through shopping strip.

Library extension inclusive  of learning areas, sensory garden and an open plaza to allow for 
pop up markets / book sales / story walks etc.

South Library area to include seating areas within existing significant vegetation and 
additional planting. Use of topography for play and extension of carparking.

KEY TRAFFIC CHANGES

Morwell Ave. is consolidated to an undivided carriage way at the north side.

 Few changes from a traffic perspective, with existing road network connections largely maintained.

Roundabout at Watsonia Road / Morwell Avenue / Grace Street / Ibbottson Street intersection still results a number of intersections, pedestrians would need to 
cross, however raising the roundabout would help improve pedestrian safety.

Grace Street west leg of the Watsonia Road / Morwell Avenue / Grace Street / Ibbottson Street intersection needs to be realigned slightly, interfacing with the 
circulating carriageway rather than the Watsonia Road south leg for better traffic outcomes.
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CONCEPT OPTION 2

KEY STATISTICS

CARPARKING PED / CAR 
CROSSINGS

BIKE PARKING
OPEN USABLE 

SPACE
SPORTS / PLAY

SHADE  STRUCTURE/ 
TREES (CA)

HARD VS SOFT 
SURFACE

CURRENT FUTURE / DISABLED CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE HARD SOFT

Area 1 
Library

52 40 / 2 2 1 1 shed
1 shed + 5 

bike racks
1890 m2 2482 m2 0 248 m2 30T 5 SS/ 9T 2691m2 3474m2

Area 2 
Intersection

- - 6 3 - - - 487 m2 - - 1T 4T 973m2 152m2

Area 3 
Morwell 

Ave.
160 160 / 3 1 2 0

9 bike 

racks
1107 m2 1224 m2 0 150 m2 13T 91t 8212m2 3074m2

KEY URBAN DESIGN STRATEGIES

Re-design of Morwell carpark to allow for a wide connection to RSL and shared path 
through the new carpark.

Maximization of both Morwell and Library pedestrianise spaces, linked by surface 
treatments. Clear North-South connection through shopping strip.

Library extension inclusive  of learning pods, story walks, gathering open, and actives areas. 
Library outdoors to be main square space.

South Library area to include gathering picnic areas and shade structures with new 
vegetation and topography to include planting terraces. Extension of carparking.

KEY TRAFFIC CHANGES

Morwell Ave. is consolidated to an undivided carriage way at the south side, connecting directly to Grace St instead of Watsonia Rd.

Removal of Ibbottson St connection. Some re-distribution of traffic due to these changes. Removal of roundabout and replacement by elongated median strip 
providing pedestrian refuge and safe crossing between areas.

Movements between Grace Street and Watsonia Road would be restricted to left in / left out.  Can be explored allowing right turns from road/streets as design options 
progresses.

Ibbottson Street closure will need to be assessed as design progresses to allow for appropriate turn around area for Council waste truck.



Pg 38
Watsonia Town Centre Analysis & Concept Report  
For: Banyule City Council

Watsonia Town Centre Project is supported by 
the Victorian Government

CONCEPT OPTION 2 - LIBRARY AREA



Pg 39

CONCEPT OPTION 2 - MORWELL AVE.
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CONCEPT OPTION 3

KEY STATISTICS

CARPARKING PED / CAR 
CROSSINGS

BIKE PARKING
OPEN USABLE 

SPACE
SPORTS / PLAY

SHADE  STRUCTURE/ 
TREES (CA)

HARD VS SOFT 
SURFACE

CURRENT FUTURE / DISABLED CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE HARD SOFT

Area 1 
Library

52 44 / 2 2 2 1 shed
1 shed + 18 

bike racks
1890 m2 2351 m2 0 200 m2 30T 1 SS / 15T 4104m2 2061m2

Area 2 
Intersection

- - 6 2 - - - 495m2 - - 1T 6T 1200m2 100m2

Area 3 
Morwell 

Ave.
160 119 /3 1 2 0

16 bike 

racks
1107 m2 2155 m2 0 740 m2 13T 75T 8251m2 3035m2

KEY URBAN DESIGN STRATEGIES

Re-design of Morwell carpark to allow for a wide pedestrian connection to RSL and shared 
path through all areas and activities. Morwell Ave. side is the main square space.

Maximization of Morwell pedestrian spaces, with of gathering and active areas, with a large 
shared zone connecting to Library side. North-South connection through shopping strip.

Library extension inclusive  of learning areas, story walks and open green spaces. Library 
area to work as a green pod with new vegetation

South Library area to include planting terraces and extension to carparking.

KEY TRAFFIC CHANGES

Morwell Ave. extent to provide connections to existing driveway and accessible through shared zone from Grace St only, instead of Watsonia Rd. 

Most significant change to traffic arrangements – volumes on High Street and Grace Street to be reviewed. 

Shared Zone crossing on Watsonia Road will require further review.  Traffic volumes are likely to be high for a formal Shared Zone, however alternative crossing 
treatments could be explored in line with the broader concept

Ibbottson Street closure will need to be assessed as design progresses to allow for appropriate turn around area for Council waste truck.

 Shared Zone connection from Grace Street to Morwell Avenue expected to meet volume requirements.
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KEY STATISTICS

CARPARKING PED / CAR 
CROSSINGS

BIKE PARKING
OPEN USABLE 

SPACE
SPORTS / PLAY

SHADE  STRUCTURE/ 
TREES (CA)

HARD VS SOFT 
SURFACE

CURRENT FUTURE / DISABLED CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE CURRENT FUTURE HARD SOFT

Area 1 
Library

52 40 / 2 2 1 1 shed
1 shed + 8 

bike racks
1890 m2 2482 m2 0 400 m2 30T 4 SS/ 27T 2965m2 3200m2

Area 2 
Intersection

- - 6 2 - - - 495 m2 - - 1T 17T 973m2 152m2

Area 3 
Morwell 

Ave.
160 152 / 3 1 2 0

6 bike 

racks
1107 m2 1352m2 0 650 m2 13T 139t 8020m2 3266m2

KEY URBAN DESIGN STRATEGIES

Re-design of Morwell carpark to allow for a wide connection to RSL and shared .path 
through the new carpark.

Maximization of both Morwell pedestrianise spaces and inclusion of activities. Clear North-
South connection through shopping strip. Active recreation area. Inclusion of Monopoles 
within the plaza with 4m clearance requirement. Possible activation at monopole bases.

Removal of lattice towers to allow for other activities at the library extension area, inclusive 
of learning pods, story walks, gathering and open spaces. Passive recreation area.

South Library area to include gathering picnic areas and shade structures with new 
vegetation and topography to include planting terraces. Extension of carparking.

KEY TRAFFIC CHANGES

Morwell Ave. is consolidated to an undivided carriage way at the south side, connecting directly to Grace St instead of Watsonia Rd.

Removal of Ibbottson St connection and addition of new loading bay to service the Library. Removal of roundabout and replacement by long shared crossing 
providing two main safe crossing areas: general public and shared footpath inclusive of bicycle riders.

Swept paths to allow bus turns for left in / left out movements between Grace Street and Watsonia Road.

Ibbottson Street closure will need to be assessed as design progresses to allow for appropriate turn around area for Council waste truck and library loading bay.
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CONCEPT OPTION 4 - MORWELL AVE.
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PRELIMINARY LOOK & FEEL PALETTE

PLAZA / CAFE & RSL OUTDOORS STORY WALK / LIBRARY WALK

BIODIVERSITY PODS / SENSORY AREAS / HABITAT ZONESPLAY / BALANCE 

LIBRARY EXTENSION / LEARNING PODS
Potential look and feel for open plaza areas next to cafe and RSL outdoors Story walks that can be used not only for stories for 

children but as information source around health and 
well-being or facts about Watsonia 

Potential seat and play elements, subject to location and easement allowances. Potential biodiversity pods look and feel with planting and material diversity.

Potential library extension  providing seating, shading, book sharing and exhibitions. Potential to have facade 
interaction / connection.

AMPHITHEATRE
Potential amphitheatre look and feel, inclusive of 
eco-concrete and recycled timber seating. Subject to 
level studies and further design.
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PRELIMINARY LOOK & FEEL PALETTE

Potential multi-purpose court for basketball / 
handball. Painted eco-concrete. Art expression 
opportunities.

Simple and adjustable toilet block design that sits 
comfortably within the landscape. Gender neutral 
and children friendly. 

Potential for arbor / spalier feature along shared 
footpath for shade. Subject to AusNet approval

Design methods can be explored to allow for multifunctional spaces i.e. garden beds in open flexible spaces 
with curved, sloped edges for skate opportunities, as well as youth gathering spaces.

MULTIPURPOSE COURT TOILET BLOCKARBOR / SPALIER

MULTI PURPOSE TABLE / CHESS LIGHT FEATURES

DESIGN FOR SKATE OPPORTUNITIES

Potential for customised table settings to provide 
variety of functions, i.e Chess

Potential to integrate light on paving treatments or with art features within customized furniture solutions. To be explored further in detail design.

WATER FEATURE / PLAY
Potential water feature to open plaza areas. 
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PRELIMINARY MATERIALS & FINISHES PALETTE

SECONDARY SPACES/ PLAY SPACES GARDEN BEDS / MASS PLANTING

SHARED PATH
Coloured eco-concrete to shared footpath that 
runs through site. Signage through out the path and 
intersections.

OPEN GRASS  /  AMPHITHEATRE
Compacted sand to secondary open spaces / 
play spaces and other secondary paths for soft 
permeable solutions

Native plants selection to garden bed areas and 
feature planting to sensory / habitat areas

Tactile indicators through out the site for visually 
impaired users. Study of gradients to be wheelchair 
accessible to the best possibilities (Max. 1:21).

Choice of particular native species for potential 
Water Sensitive Urban Design functions.

Treated grass to proposed amphitheatre and spaces 
along the shared footpath for permeable surfaces / 
soft treatments

OPEN PLAZAS / TRANSITION AREAS
Feature paving to mark connection areas / entrance 
plaza areas

MEDIANS / STREET PLANTING

SHARED CROSSING/ ROUNDABOUT
Painted / art treatment to raised roundabout / shared crossings or porphyry setts. Additional signage and line 
marking for clear way finding to all users.

DDA ACCESSIBILITY

CARPARK
Potential permeable treatment to carparks
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PRELIMINARY FURNITURE PALETTE

SEATS

SHADE STRUCTURES BIKE REPAIR STATION ATTRACTIVE BUS STOP DESIGN

PICNIC / TABLE SETTINGS BIN ENCLOSURE DRINKING FOUNTAIN

BICYCLE PARKING
Custom shading structures to learning pods for 
outdoors library extension. Subject to AusNet 
approval in areas under the easement.

Customised table settings to both urban and nature 
areas, to provide variety of seating options.

Recycled timber seats. Nepean line from Commercial 
Systems Australia.

Double bin enclosures to offer both general and 
recycling. 888 Infinity series from Draffin. 

Application of bollards to specific areas for hostile 
vehicle management and general safety

‘Prospect’ drinking fountains long the site, from 
Bottom + Gardiner.

Provide one or two bike repair stations along shared 
footpath.

Consider attractive bus stops within the site for 
improved experience to users

Custom table tennis of choice colours to activity area 
The Icon from PoppWorld.

Semi hoops to bicycle parking along the shared 
footpath. BR120 from Urban Design Group.

TABLE TENNIS

BARRIERS
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PRELIMINARY VEGETATION PALETTE

Botanical Zone
Watsonia Town Centre is located within the Western 
plains botanical zone of Victoria. The extensive 
basalt plain of south-western area of the state has 
produced fertile clay soils that support very uniform 
vegetation dominated by perennial grasses.

Habitat
The native habitat of Watsonia’s location is mainly 
composed by grassland, woodland, wetland and 
riparian type of planting. 

Taking the above facts into consideration, it is 
important to make a selection of species that are 
easily adaptable to site conditions and that will help 
re-establish and support a local habitat to attract 
other living species such as native birds. 

By introducing a variety of indigenous plants we will 
be supporting the following:

•	 Assist in the prevention of soil degradation;

•	 Reduce the need for tree trimming and clearing;

•	 Encourage native birds, animals and plants to 
return to your area;

•	 Help maintain a natural balance in the local 
ecosystems;

•	 Reduce possible pest outbreaks;

•	 Retain the integrity of the local plant species and 
the landscape.

All selected species are approved by AusNet 
guidelines under power line easements restrictions.

INDIGENOUS PLANTS

BOTANICAL NAME TYPE MATURE SIZE (H X W ) TOLERANCE SPECIAL USE COMMON NAME IMAGE

Acacia acinacea Shrub 2x2 Clay / Frost Wind breake Gold Dust Wattle

Acacia verticillata Shrub 3x4 Sand / Clay / Water Wind break Prickly Moses

Agrostis avenacea Tufted perennial 0.6 x 0.5 Clay Honey production Common Blown Grass

Billardiera scandens Shrub 1.5 x 1.5 Clay / Frost Bird Habitat Common Apple Berry

Bothriochloa macra Tufted perennial 0.4 x 0.3 Caly Fire Break Red-leg Grass

Bursaria spinosa Shrub 3x2 Clay / Frost
Wind Break / Bird Habitat / Soil 

erosion control
Sweet Bursaria

Carex tereticaulis Tufted perennial 1 x 1 Clay / Water - Common Sedge

Chrysocephalum 
semipapposum Herbaceous perennial 0.8 x 0.5 Salt Floral arrangement / sensory, colour Clustered Everlasting
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Clematis microphylla Climber n/a Sand / clay Habitat Small-leaved Clematis

Convolvulus erubescens Ground cover - Clay - Pink Bindweed

Correa glabra Shrub 3 x 3 Clay / Water / Frost - Rock Correa

Craspedia paludicola Herbaceous perennial 0.8 x 0.2 Clay / Water / Frost Floral / Sensory, colour Swampy Billy-buttons

Danthonia/
Austrodanthonia spp.

Tufted perennial 0.8 x 0.2 Sand / Clay / Frost Food source Wallaby Grasses

Dianella spp. Tufted perennial 0.6 x 1.5 Sand / Clay / Frost Animal Habit Black-anther Lily-flax

Gahnia spp. Tufted perennial 2 x 2 Water Bird Habitat Saw Sedge

Gynatrix pulchella Shrub 3 x 1.5 Clay / Water / Frost - Hemp-bush

Kennedia prostata Ground cover - Sand / Clay / Frost - Running Postman

PRELIMINARY VEGETATION PALETTE
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PRELIMINARY VEGETATION PALETTE

Lepidosperma spp. Tufted perennial 1 x 1 Sand / Clay / Water Bird Habitat Sword Sedge

Leucopogon 
lanceolatus

Shrub 1-3 x 3 Sand - Spiked Beard Heath

Lomandra spp. Tufted prennial 1x1
Sand / Clay /Water / 

Frost
Animal Habitat Spiny-headed Mat-rush

Microlaena stipoides Ground cover 0.4 x 3 Sand / Clay / Frost
Soil Erosion control / Food source / 

Light grazing
Weeping Grass

EXOTIC PLANTING

BOTANICAL NAME TYPE MATURE SIZE (H X W ) TOLERANCE SPECIAL USE COMMON NAME IMAGE

Wisteria sinensis Climber - - Climber on spaliers / arbor structures Chinese Wisteria
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INDIGENOUS SMALL TREES

BOTANICAL NAME TYPE MATURE SIZE (H X W ) TOLERANCE SPECIAL USE COMMON NAME IMAGE

Bursaria spinosa Tree 4 -6m x 2–4m Low water - Blackthorn

Leptospermum 
laevigatum

Tree 6 - 8 m x 2–6m - - Coastal tea-tree Co

Melaleuca ericifolia Tree 2–9m x 2–6m - - Swamp paperback

Melaleuca 
lanceolata

Tree 4- 10m x 6m - - Black paperback

PRELIMINARY VEGETATION PALETTE
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INDIGENOUS MEDIUM TREES - TO AREAS OUTSIDE THE EASEMENT

BOTANICAL NAME TYPE MATURE SIZE (H X W ) TOLERANCE SPECIAL USE COMMON NAME IMAGE

Acacia melanoxylon Tree 10 -15m x 7 m - - Blackwood

Acacia mearnsii Tree 10-15  m x 7m - - Black Wattle

PRELIMINARY VEGETATION PALETTE



Pg 56
Watsonia Town Centre Analysis & Concept Report  
For: Banyule City Council

Watsonia Town Centre Project is supported by 
the Victorian Government

SUMMARY

KEY OBSERVATIONS

Through an investigation of site constraints 
opportunities have become evident. The three 
varying concept designs that have been developed 
throughout this document explore the ways in 
which the core design principles can evolve into 
opportunities that enhance local identity and 
community safety. 
 
Local identity has been achieved through the 
implementation of flexible spaces and community 
use amenities. Community safety has been 
responded to through the refinement of traffic 
movements and provision of inclusive access and 
pedestrian prioritisation through the town Centre.      
 
These key objectives aim to develop a precinct that 
successfully builds on the township’s economic, 
environmental and social features through;

•	 Enhancing economic growth opportunities;

•	 Creating a space that the community want to 
use;

•	  Utilising sustainable practices, and;

•	 Capitalising on the site’s assets.

 

NEXT STEPS

In order to enhance these concepts to successfully 
achieve the communities needs and desires for the 
site, the following background studies are required; 

•	 Traffic study (Understanding traffic demands 
through the site)

•	 Parking availability study results 
(Understanding the current occupation 
requirements for parking on site)

These documents will Inform and strengthen the 
refinement of the concept design. 
 
Following community consultation regarding these 
four concept designs, one preferred concept will be 
developed for endorsement. 
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