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Introduction  
This document provides background information 
on Council’s set of advocacy sheets to support 
its presentation on 25 January 2023 to the 
North East Link Project (NELP) and North East 
Link Northern Alliance (NELNA), who will deliver 
the NEL North Package. 
The advocacy sheets provided at the presentation are an 
updated set to those previously provided in February 2020 to 
NELP and SPARK the building consortium who are currently 
undertaking the NEL Primary Package works. 

This updated set has removed some advocacy sheets that are 
considered not directly relevant to the NEL northern package 
works. There have also been two newer advocacy sheets 
included that have been developed as part of Council’s more 
recent advocacy efforts in and around Watsonia.

Note that the previously provided set of advocacy sheets and 
supporting information document is available upon request  
from Council’s Transport and Environment Department 
(Document Ref: D20/38340 and D20/38344).

The advocacy sheets provided in this pack include:

Watsonia NEL Advocacy Sheets
• Meeting NEL Urban Design Strategy commitments
• How NEL can transform Watsonia
• Achieving better outcomes for Watsonia

Greensborough NEL Advocacy Sheets
• Shared User Path link via Kalparrin Gardens
• Grimshaw Street considerations
• Greensborough Bypass improvements

Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet
• Tree canopy cover
• Public art 
• Protecting water quality and assets
• Manage construction impacts on local streets
• Improved open space facilities 
• High quality landscaping
• Walking and cycling connections

Banyule’s NEL Advocacy List  
Council has a long-standing advocacy list of complementary projects that it has been using since its development in 2018.  
It is occasionally updated and endorsed by Council as the NEL project develops. The most recent version is from  
6 December 2021 as shown below. Corresponding NEL advocacy sheets have been developed over time to support this list. 

Advocacy list Classification EES IAC 
Support

Current 
Status

W
A

T
S

O
N

IA
 IM

PA
C

T
S

  

Extend the NEL tunnel to the north of Watsonia Station Core Yes
 

Enhanced east-west connectivity across the North East Link: Power line  
easement shared use path Core Yes

Enhanced east-west connectivity across the North East Link: Direct Road 
connection to Watsonia Station and Watsonia Road Core Yes

Enhanced east-west connectivity across the North East Link: Simplify the  
Watsonia Road / Greensborough Road intersection to minimise traffic and  
provide future land use opportunities

Core Yes

Upgrade Watsonia Railway Station Complementary

Replace HV pylons with HV monopoles to enable improved urban design outcomes 
and community amenity
Note: Refer back to UDS.

Core

Urban Design Framework Plan for the Watsonia Activity Centre 
Note: Watsonia PCP, included in UDS

Core Yes

Watsonia public space and traffic and infrastructure improvements Complementary Yes

Watsonia Shopping Centre business support Core Yes
EN

V
IR

O
N

M
EN

T

Early tree planting Early works Yes

International threatened bird protection at Banyule Flats Complementary

Restoration of Banyule Billabong Complementary

Water Sensitive Urban design treatments at local council reserves Complementary

Kalparrin Gardens Masterplan delivery Core

STATUS KEY          Not in scope     Considered for scope      In scope        Completed
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STATUS KEY          Not in scope     Considered for scope      In scope        Completed

Advocacy list Classification EES IAC 
Support

Current 
Status

C
YC

LI
N

G
 C

O
N

N
EC

T
IO

N
S

Upgrade Main Yarra Trail: Safe underpass at Banksia Street Complementary

Upgrade Main Yarra Trail: Shared use path between Banksia Street and Burke Road Complementary

Upgrade Main Yarra Trail: Realignment at Banyule Flats Complementary

Upgrade Main Yarra Trail: Upgrade from Chandler Highway to Hoddle Street Core Yes

Bridge over the Yarra River to link Banyule to Manningham Core Yes

On road bicycle route on Yarra Street, Heidelberg Core

Shared use path between Heidelberg and Watsonia Early works

Shared use path along the rail corridor from Greensborough Station to Eltham Station Early works

Improve existing sections of trail in Banyule, including the Plenty River Trail  
and Main Yarra Trail Complementary

Shared use path connections to the Plenty River Trail and the Diamond Creek Trail Complementary

R
O

A
D

 N
ET

W
O

R
K

Freeway interchanges (full or limited directionally) at:
a)  M80 – including local toll-free access for all movements
b)   Grimshaw Street – including public transport priority and local access
c)   Lower Plenty Road – important access to Latrobe Cluster
d)   Manningham Road / Banksia Street – important access to Latrobe Cluster
e)   Eastern Freeway – with primary focus to the east

Note: Included in the reference design.

Core
  

Greensborough Highway service road between M80 and Watsonia to cater for local use
Note: Included in the reference design. Core

Greensborough Highway / Grimshaw Street intersection improvements
Note: Included in the reference design. Core

  

Enhance the Greensborough Road network to improve traffic movement 
 and public transport operations, including:
a)   Grimshaw Street between Greensborough Highway and Flintoff Street
b)   The Circuit and Para Road including intersection improvements at  

The Circuit and Main Street
c)   Bus priority measures along Grimshaw Street

Early works

Addressing safety issues with adverse cross fall at the Lower Plenty Road / 
Greensborough Highway intersection
Note: Included in the reference design.

Core

Greensborough Bypass / Diamond Creek Road improvements and grade separation 
of Civic Drive round-about Complementary Yes

Rosanna Road improvements
Note: Currently being pursued by DoT

Complementary Yes

Burgundy Street improvements
Note: Currently being pursued by DoT

Complementary

Bell-Banksia Link capacity improvements Complementary

Improve amenity in residential streets adjacent to NEL Complementary Yes

Advocacy list Classification EES IAC 
Support

Current 
Status

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

Provide improved facilities for displaced sporting clubs  
(consistent with club EES submissions) Core

Improved sports fields across Banyule Complementary

Temporarily removed community open space facilities should be replaced  
with improved facilities Core Yes

Arts and cultural development programs Complementary

Public art opportunities Complementary

Macleod precinct improvements:
a)  Macleod Recreation and Fitness Centre
b)  Additional netball courts at Nets Stadium

Complementary

Community development opportunities Complementary

PU
B

LI
C

 T
R

A
N

S
P

O
R

T

Hurstbridge rail duplication stage 2 
Note: Project announced.

Complementary

Analyse and improve bus services connectivity and frequency for the North East Core

Provide high frequency buses on North East Link e.g. Watsonia and Greensborough 
to Ringwood and Dandenong Core No

Skybus services from Watsonia Station to Melbourne Airport Complementary   

Provide high frequency buses on Eastern Freeway to Doncaster and new  
Park & Ride at Bulleen Road. Core Yes

More frequent and later night and weekend feeder bus services to train stations  
and bus ‘park & ride’ locations Complementary

Future Doncaster Rail planned for and facilitated Complementary Not precluded

PU
B

LI
C

 O
PE

N
 S

PA
C

E

Provide improvements at AK Lines Reserve Core Yes

Provide improvements to Ford Park, Bellfield consistent with the Ford Park  
Master Plan to offset the impacts on other recreational and sporting facilities Core Yes

 

Upgrade the public open space at Trist Street Reserve and transfer ownership to Council Complementary

High quality landscaping and offset planting Core Yes

Increase size and number of land bridges Core

Provide alternative regional tennis centre prior to closing Boroondara Tennis Centre Core Yes
 L

A
N

D
 U

S
E 

Relocation of the Watsonia Transmission Station located in Frensham Road Complementary

Review the Heidelberg Structure Plan and associated Planning Framework Complementary

Placemaking / Gateway marking entry into Greensborough and Heidelberg Complementary

Project built assets – Impact on existing assets, design input for new assets, 
maintenance considerations Core

Consideration for future utility sites for Council after completion of the North East Link Complementary

STATUS KEY          Not in scope     Considered for scope      In scope        Completed
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Watsonia NEL Advocacy Sheets  
Council has been working with NELP on improvements to the NEL design around Watsonia for some time. The advocacy 
sheets listed below have been developed to outline Council’s ambition for this important neighbourhood centre.

•  Watsonia NEL Advocacy Sheet 2022 – Meeting NEL Urban Design Strategy commitments
•  Watsonia NEL Advocacy Sheet 2022 – How NEL can transform Watsonia
•  Watsonia NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Achieving better outcomes for Watsonia

The content of the sheets will be discussed below. 

Meeting NEL Urban Design  
Strategy commitments
The NEL Urban Design Strategy (UDS) was approved in March 
2020 with a section outlining details of urban design commitments 
for Watsonia. Council considers that these commitments can be 
realised more fully by improving the land coverage of the lowered 
NEL roadway adjacent Watsonia that is currently in planning (as 
described in the NEL reference design). 

This advocacy sheet shows an image of an artist’s impression of 
one possible way of improving this coverage. While Council has 
not undertaken a detailed engineering exploration of possibilities 
following its initial exploration of tunnel extension viability undertaken 
as part of the NEL programs Environmental Effects Statement 
approval process it is considered that improved coverage is possible.  

This sheet details community views that Council has received in 
support of mitigating rather than reinforcing the existing barrier 
between the east and west sides of Watsonia (caused historically 
by a trenching of the Hurstbridge rail line as well as Greensborough 
Highway) in the design of the North East Link roadway in Watsonia. 

This sheet also includes a list of NELP’s urban design 
commitments (as set out in the UDS) that a more covered NEL 
design would assist the North East Link Project (NELP) and its 
preferred construction bidder the North East Link Northern 
Alliance (NELNA) in fully meeting. 

These include showing how a more connected Watsonia 
would improve the UDS requirements for Watsonia including 
those around Urban Integration, Connectivity, Wayfinding & 
Accessibility, and Amenity Vibrancy & Safety as set out in the 
table on the next page. 

How NEL can transform Watsonia
This advocacy sheet presents a snap shot of the findings an 
economic analysis study that Council commissioned in 2022 to 
explore the economic, social, and environmental benefits that could 
be realised by mitigating the east-west barrier dividing Watsonia by 
providing more land coverage n the NEL design. 

The study looked at a scenario where the amount of land that 
was made available over the NEL lowered road was maximised 
with a ‘lid’. It is considered that alternate scenarios with less than a 
complete lid coverage (as may be practically unavoidable) would 
also result in benefits compared to the fully open trench design 
(as pictured on the next page).  

The study examined synergies with Plan Melbourne’s 20 – minute 
neighbourhood objectives. Under the NEL open trench approach 
(Reference design) only a few key ‘neighbourhood’ elements 
would be partially met including:

• Some enhancements to cycling networks 

• Some enhancements to streetscape and safety

• Parks and playgrounds within Watsonia Village

• Landscaping and greening of some streets including in 
Watsonia Village and “Green bridges” over NEL

By taking a cut and cover approach for NEL and incorporating 
local opportunities for renewal in the Watsonia area, all features  
of a 20-minute neighbourhood would be possible including: 

• Enhanced active and public transport connectivity creating 
safe and efficient connections between transport, housing, 
and Watsonia Village

• Major enhancements of parks, streets, and green spaces 
within the whole of Watsonia area

Urban Design Strategy requirements Greater coverage of trenched NEL at Watsonia

U
R

B
A

N
 

IN
T

EG
R

AT
IO

N
  1A Watsonia Station Precinct

Maximise opportunities for land use and transport integration.
The project design seeks opportunities to consolidate land parcels 
and minimise the fragmentation of land parcels.

Provides greater opportunity for land use and transport 
integration through consolidation of land parcels. 
By significantly reducing the asphalt footprint it provides 
more developable land that can accommodate mixed use 
opportunities that can integrate with the existing commercial 
precinct, rather than fragmented development parcels.

C
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and cycling route to the eastern 
side of the corridor, connecting to the existing Greensborough 
Bypass Trail to the north, and the Banyule Trail to the south.

A green lid creates an improved amenity for cyclists and 
pedestrians, providing a green buffer along the North East Link 
for new routes and reducing the impact of noise and emissions.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from the east side of the 
road corridor across Greensborough Road and connecting to the 
Watsonia Station and the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre. Ensure 
there are pedestrian connections to Watsonia Station platforms 
that addresses key desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and cycling paths/bridge.

A green lid provides a user-friendly, accessible, continuous  
east-west connection for pedestrians. Rather than access the 
station via a narrow bridge at Elder Street, residents on the east 
side of Watsonia will have many crossing opportunities and can 
access the station via access the station via buildings adjoining the 
station. The need to ‘walk around’ will be significantly reduced.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections to Watsonia Station and 
the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to the east 
and south-east; to increase accessibility to an activity centre which can 
service everyday needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 Minute 
Neighbourhood strategy).

Improved accessibility and connectivity will reduce the need 
for vehicles, as residents will have direct entry to Watsonia 
Station from a number of access points.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new off-road cycling 
connection parallel to Morwell Avenue (to be delivered others) which 
will link the existing East-West Power Easement Trail to the west with 
the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre.

A smaller expanse of the trench will provide the opportunity 
for a cycling overpass to link east and west sides of Watsonia 
and provide a continues pedestrian/cycling path that links with 
other cycling trails.

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder Street to Watsonia 
Station car park which could facilitate an at-grade walking and 
cycling crossing.

A proposed drop off bus zone will improve the east-west 
bus link and provide much-needed connectivity across 
Watsonia. This prevents buses having to be diverted through 
Greensborough as they currently do.
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3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, streets and in 
carparks within the project corridor wherever possible to reinforce 
Watsonia’s leafy character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

Continues the tree-lined Greensborough Boulevard.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough Road to filter views 
of road infrastructure from adjacent residential areas.

An increased green surface over North East Link will enable the 
planting of an extra 700 trees, helping to improve the aesthetic 
of the area and create natural habitats for local fauna.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in Watsonia where walking 
and cycling upgrades are being undertaken by the project. Do not 
preclude the future delivery (by others) of enhancements to public 
open space for the shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around Watsonia Library.

Provides more public space opportunities, including 
the potential for art installations, pedestrian and cycling 
connections, habitat and wildlife links.

Source: https://bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects/north-east-link-program/design/project-design

Large scale government-backed infrastructure 
initiatives have the potential to shape the future of local 
communities, to right wrongs and future-proof.

For the community of Watsonia, North East Link is truly a 
once-in-a-lifetime project.

In 2020, the Victorian Government recognised the 
need for additional design considerations for Watsonia, 
proposing 18 objectives in its final Urban Strategy Design.

To ensure the most optimum design of the northern 
section of North East Lid, Council has identified a better 
design option which it would like included when final 
designs are announced in early 2023. 

This alternative design will enable the Victorian 
Government to deliver on what was promised  
for Watsonia – while  
providing a truly innovative 
public space that transforms 
the area and unites a 
community.

Banyule Council’s proposal 
to put a lid on North 
East Link will enable the 
recommendations of the 
Urban Design Strategy to be 
fully realised.

Delivering on  
North East Link  
commitments to Watsonia 

While residents are deeply concerned about 
their community being split in half forever by 
a deep grey trench, they are equally excited 
about the chance to improve green spaces 
and re-unite the two halves of the community 
around a revitalised town centre.

An artist’s impression of North East Link with a green lid, as proposed by Banyule Council

North East Link Authority’s current plan for the northern 
section of North East Link puts a massive 10-lane trench 
through Watsonia. Wall to wall, the trench will be 65 
metres wide, at some points the project will be 100 metres 
wide, with 18 lanes of asphalt including service lanes and 
on and off ramps. 

This plan will split Watsonia in two and separate people 
from shops, services, the train station and each other. It will 
threaten the viability of businesses and increase noise and 
visual clutter.

Given the scale of North East Link, Victoria’s largest ever 
road project, Council is pointing out how relatively minor 
changes can deliver maximum impact.   

Council’s proposal to put a green 
bridge over the grey trench will:
• create more than three hectares of green open space 

• provide access from one side of Watsonia to the other

• help keep businesses open and the community thriving

• enable a wider landscaping buffer between homes  
and Greensborough Highway

• replant at least 700 trees

• boost accessibility and  
access between Watsonia 
Village, the train station 
and car park

• create opportunities for 
future development to 
create the places and 
spaces the community 
needs and deserves

• renew the gateway  
to Watsonia.

How North East 
Link can transform 
Watsonia

Don’t just impact, improve
North East Link is the largest road 
project ever undertaken in Victoria. 
Council is working to ensure  
North East Link doesn’t just impact  
Banyule but improves Banyule.

In recent years, Council has worked with 
tunnelling, analytics and modelling experts 
to identify how the project can improve 
Banyule and create hectares of open space, 
facilitate investment, attract services and 
create jobs. 

An artist’s impression of North East Link with a green lid, as proposed by Banyule Council

 

The North East Link (NEL) is proposed to be in an open trench close to the 
Watsonia Activity Centre.  This will divide the Watsonia community and could impact 
on the liveability and social cohesion in the area.  It is imperative the project mitigates 
the impacts on the community and provides improved urban design.  The following 
enhancements delivered with the project will bring significant social, economic and 
environmental benefits to Watsonia, and will provide opportunities to offset project 
impacts and achieve the best outcomes: 

Achieving better outcomes for Watsonia 
with better urban design and land use

1. Potential to carry local streets across 
NEL and the railway line, ensuring that 
shared paths connect the power line 
easement to the east and Watsonia Rd. 
Providing the community with this 
direct and improved access across NEL 
to the station and shops would meet a 
principle objective of the project.

2. Upgrade Watsonia station to provide 
improved access, particularly to support 
people with disabilities, and integration 
with the activity centre and bus services.

 
3. Include longer and additional land 

bridges to compensate for the loss of 
green, open spaces and massive tree 
losses in the NEL corridor.

4. Facilitate mixed-use development 
adjacent to Watsonia station on the 
east side of  Watsonia Rd to offset 
project impacts and bring economic 
benefits to Watsonia.

5. Simplify the Watsonia Rd /
Greensborough Rd intersection to 
minimise through traffic and provide 
improved land use opportunities.

6. Relocate the power pylons that are 
next to Watsonia Library to allow for 
the creation of a vibrant and central 
town square for the local community.
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Large scale government-backed infrastructure 
initiatives have the potential to shape the future of local 
communities, to right wrongs and future-proof.

For the community of Watsonia, North East Link is truly a 
once-in-a-lifetime project.

In 2020, the Victorian Government recognised the 
need for additional design considerations for Watsonia, 
proposing 18 objectives in its final Urban Strategy Design.

To ensure the most optimum design of the northern 
section of North East Lid, Council has identified a better 
design option which it would like included when final 
designs are announced in early 2023. 

This alternative design will enable the Victorian 
Government to deliver on what was promised  
for Watsonia – while  
providing a truly innovative 
public space that transforms 
the area and unites a 
community.

Banyule Council’s proposal 
to put a lid on North 
East Link will enable the 
recommendations of the 
Urban Design Strategy to be 
fully realised.

Delivering on  
North East Link  
commitments to Watsonia 

While residents are deeply concerned about 
their community being split in half forever by 
a deep grey trench, they are equally excited 
about the chance to improve green spaces 
and re-unite the two halves of the community 
around a revitalised town centre.

An artist’s impression of North East Link with a green lid, as proposed by Banyule Council
Large scale government-backed infrastructure 
initiatives have the potential to shape the future of local 
communities, to right wrongs and future-proof.

For the community of Watsonia, North East Link is truly a 
once-in-a-lifetime project.

In 2020, the Victorian Government recognised the 
need for additional design considerations for Watsonia, 
proposing 18 objectives in its final Urban Strategy Design.

To ensure the most optimum design of the northern 
section of North East Lid, Council has identified a better 
design option which it would like included when final 
designs are announced in early 2023. 

This alternative design will enable the Victorian 
Government to deliver on what was promised  
for Watsonia – while  
providing a truly innovative 
public space that transforms 
the area and unites a 
community.

Banyule Council’s proposal 
to put a lid on North 
East Link will enable the 
recommendations of the 
Urban Design Strategy to be 
fully realised.

Delivering on  
North East Link  
commitments to Watsonia 

While residents are deeply concerned about 
their community being split in half forever by 
a deep grey trench, they are equally excited 
about the chance to improve green spaces 
and re-unite the two halves of the community 
around a revitalised town centre.

An artist’s impression of North East Link with a green lid, as proposed by Banyule Council

Meeting NEL  
Urban Design Strategy  
commitments

• Commercial and residential development allowing for growth 
of local employment, social housing, and densification 
around Watsonia station at key sites, allowing for better local 
connectivity and increased activation of the Watsonia Village.

In addition to this several development opportunities, both 
commercial and residential, were identified within the 
investigation area under the Cut and Cover option on available 
land parcels. If fully delivered, up to 67,000 sqm of new floor 
space could be developed (up to $340 million of investment). 
Most of the floorspace would be new residential development 
(56,000 sqm). The commercial floorspace of 11,000 sqm could 
be used for a mix of office, community space, retail and food and 
beverage purposes.

A key benefit of the development uplift would be the additional 
ongoing job opportunities in Watsonia Village, with up to 215 jobs 
above the base case (using the reference design) by 2042. 

The creation of new jobs within the investigation area could  
mean up to $20 million in additional Gross Value Add (GVA)
annually by 2042.

Achieving better outcomes for Watsonia
There is an opportunity to provide improved connectivity between 
Watsonia shopping centre and the large residential areas to the 
east of Greensborough Road by extending Elder Street (or the 
new powerline reserve connection) across the North East Link and 
railway cutting to Watsonia Road. This is identified in the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre Concept Plan 2019 (which was developed 
in 2019 with joint funding from NELP) and is supported by Watsonia 
Traders Association. 

The connection would also provide improved access to the new 
multi-deck commuter car park and provide the opportunity for an 
integrated bus interchange above Watsonia Railway Station, which 
is DDA compliant. This has been supported in the Minister’s Report 
on the NEL EES planning approval where he considers “prioritising 
access to and from the Watsonia Neighbourhood Activity Centre 
during the design process of particular importance”.

The Watsonia community will be significantly affected by the North 
East Link project. It is imperative that impacts on Watsonia are 
mitigated through proactive action and improved urban design. 
Given that that the years of construction will negatively impact 
the residential amenity and business prospects in Watsonia, the 
NEL detailed design should aim to provide social, economic and 
environmental benefits to Watsonia that leave a lasting legacy for 
the suburb.

Improvements are necessary in the following areas:

• Connectivity: improving access between residential Watsonia to 
the east, and the station and shops to the west of the proposed 
NEL including a new dedicated bus local road connection 
to join Watsonia Road and Elder Street across the existing 
railway cutting, and an adjacent Shared User Path to facilitate a 
continuous walking and cycling connection from Morwell Avenue 
to Frensham Reserve in the power line easement. 

• Accessibility: Upgrades to Watsonia Station, including a 
bus interchange utilising a new dedicated bus local road 
connection across the railway cutting, DDA compliance, 
to benefit all members of the community and to improve 
integration with other public/sustainable transport options. 

• Public space: Include significant additional land bridge 
coverage to compensate the loss of green space which  
is part of Watsonia’s character. 
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Victorian Government commitments
North East Link Urban Design Strategy 2020 

38      North East Link Urban Design Strategy I March 2020
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and 
cycling route to the eastern side of the 
corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and 
the Banyule Trail to the south.

2B Provide a new north-south off-road walking 
and cycling path to the western side of the 
corridor which links Watsonia Shopping 
Centre and Watsonia Station to the southern 
end of the station carpark.

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, 
streets and in carparks within the project corridor 
wherever possible to reinforce Watsonia’s leafy 
character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

3B Minimise overlooking to residential properties from 
proposed walking and cycling bridges at Nell Street 
and Watsonia Station.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough 
Road to filter views of road infrastructure from 
adjacent residential areas.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in 
Watsonia where walking and cycling upgrades are 
being undertaken by the project. 

Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) 
of enhancements to public open space for the 
shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around 
Watsonia Library.

3E Should project works directly impact the 
transmission easement between Greensborough 
Road and Frensham Road, improve the amenity 
and the quality of open space by:

• Providing additional planting / buffer planting 
to residential fencing subject to the approval of 
the relevant Utility Service Providers.

• Upgrading the existing East-West Power 
Easement Trail.

3F *Consider improvements to the amenity and quality 
of the open space along the transmission easement 
between Greensborough Road and Frensham 
Road by implementing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design infrastructure (such as vegetated swales or 
raingardens) to manage stormwater.

 
4A New planting in the transmission easement must 

be indigenous to strengthen local biodiversity and 
habitat within the ‘Powerline Link’ biodiversity corridor.

1A Watsonia	Station	Precinct

• Maximise opportunities for land use and 
transport integration and ensure the project 
design has regard to relevant State and local 
government strategic land use plans. 

• The project design seeks opportunities to 
consolidate land parcels and minimise the 
fragmentation of land parcels. 

• Built form should be well integrated, provide 
for passive surveillance and respond to the 
urban setting. 

• Design the road network to accommodate 
vehicle and pedestrian access to residual 
land parcels. 

• Ensure the road configuration accessing 
Watsonia Station car park and bus 
interchange is in accordance with relevant 
Victorian Government transport agency 
requirements. 

• Ensure no net loss of vehicle parking at 
Watsonia Station.

Connectivity,	Wayfinding	 
&	Accessibility

Amenity,	Vibrancy	&	SafetyUrban integration

Resilience	&	Sustainability

4.		RIDGELINE	AREA

*Opportunities which are outside the scope but may be delivered by 
others and/or would be beneficial for the contractor to implement.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from 
the east side of the road corridor across 
Greensborough Road and connecting to 
the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Ensure there are pedestrian connections to 
Watsonia Station platforms that addresses key 
desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and 
cycling paths/bridge.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections 
to Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to 
the east and south-east; to increase accessibility 
to an activity centre which can service everyday 
needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 
Minute Neighbourhood strategy).

2E Provide new off-road walking and cycling path in 
east-west direction to link from Watsonia Road to 
Watsonia Station.

2F Provide a new cycling connection between Nell 
Street West linking to Watsonia Shopping Centre.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new 
off-road cycling connection parallel to Morwell 
Avenue (to be delivered others) which will link 
the existing East-West Power Easement Trail 
to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood 
Centre.

2H Ensure new infrastructure supports a new east-
west cycling connection (to be delivered by 
others) along Nell Street and Nell Street West.

2i Replace existing Nell Street pedestrian bridge 
with new high quality, wider, walking and cycling 
crossing that connects the east and west side 
of the corridor. Crossing is to link into the 
surrounding path networks and to Watsonia 
Primary School. 

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder 
Street to Watsonia Station car park which 
could facilitate an at-grade walking and cycling 
crossing.

2K Ensure the design of the Nell Street pedestrian 
bridge has regard to the setting and operational 
requirements of Watsonia Primary School.
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and 
cycling route to the eastern side of the 
corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and 
the Banyule Trail to the south.

2B Provide a new north-south off-road walking 
and cycling path to the western side of the 
corridor which links Watsonia Shopping 
Centre and Watsonia Station to the southern 
end of the station carpark.

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, 
streets and in carparks within the project corridor 
wherever possible to reinforce Watsonia’s leafy 
character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

3B Minimise overlooking to residential properties from 
proposed walking and cycling bridges at Nell Street 
and Watsonia Station.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough 
Road to filter views of road infrastructure from 
adjacent residential areas.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in 
Watsonia where walking and cycling upgrades are 
being undertaken by the project. 

Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) 
of enhancements to public open space for the 
shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around 
Watsonia Library.

3E Should project works directly impact the 
transmission easement between Greensborough 
Road and Frensham Road, improve the amenity 
and the quality of open space by:

• Providing additional planting / buffer planting 
to residential fencing subject to the approval of 
the relevant Utility Service Providers.

• Upgrading the existing East-West Power 
Easement Trail.

3F *Consider improvements to the amenity and quality 
of the open space along the transmission easement 
between Greensborough Road and Frensham 
Road by implementing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design infrastructure (such as vegetated swales or 
raingardens) to manage stormwater.

 
4A New planting in the transmission easement must 

be indigenous to strengthen local biodiversity and 
habitat within the ‘Powerline Link’ biodiversity corridor.

1A Watsonia	Station	Precinct

• Maximise opportunities for land use and 
transport integration and ensure the project 
design has regard to relevant State and local 
government strategic land use plans. 

• The project design seeks opportunities to 
consolidate land parcels and minimise the 
fragmentation of land parcels. 

• Built form should be well integrated, provide 
for passive surveillance and respond to the 
urban setting. 

• Design the road network to accommodate 
vehicle and pedestrian access to residual 
land parcels. 

• Ensure the road configuration accessing 
Watsonia Station car park and bus 
interchange is in accordance with relevant 
Victorian Government transport agency 
requirements. 

• Ensure no net loss of vehicle parking at 
Watsonia Station.

Connectivity,	Wayfinding	 
&	Accessibility

Amenity,	Vibrancy	&	SafetyUrban integration

Resilience	&	Sustainability

4.		RIDGELINE	AREA

*Opportunities which are outside the scope but may be delivered by 
others and/or would be beneficial for the contractor to implement.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from 
the east side of the road corridor across 
Greensborough Road and connecting to 
the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Ensure there are pedestrian connections to 
Watsonia Station platforms that addresses key 
desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and 
cycling paths/bridge.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections 
to Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to 
the east and south-east; to increase accessibility 
to an activity centre which can service everyday 
needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 
Minute Neighbourhood strategy).

2E Provide new off-road walking and cycling path in 
east-west direction to link from Watsonia Road to 
Watsonia Station.

2F Provide a new cycling connection between Nell 
Street West linking to Watsonia Shopping Centre.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new 
off-road cycling connection parallel to Morwell 
Avenue (to be delivered others) which will link 
the existing East-West Power Easement Trail 
to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood 
Centre.

2H Ensure new infrastructure supports a new east-
west cycling connection (to be delivered by 
others) along Nell Street and Nell Street West.

2i Replace existing Nell Street pedestrian bridge 
with new high quality, wider, walking and cycling 
crossing that connects the east and west side 
of the corridor. Crossing is to link into the 
surrounding path networks and to Watsonia 
Primary School. 

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder 
Street to Watsonia Station car park which 
could facilitate an at-grade walking and cycling 
crossing.

2K Ensure the design of the Nell Street pedestrian 
bridge has regard to the setting and operational 
requirements of Watsonia Primary School.
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and 
cycling route to the eastern side of the 
corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and 
the Banyule Trail to the south.

2B Provide a new north-south off-road walking 
and cycling path to the western side of the 
corridor which links Watsonia Shopping 
Centre and Watsonia Station to the southern 
end of the station carpark.

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, 
streets and in carparks within the project corridor 
wherever possible to reinforce Watsonia’s leafy 
character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

3B Minimise overlooking to residential properties from 
proposed walking and cycling bridges at Nell Street 
and Watsonia Station.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough 
Road to filter views of road infrastructure from 
adjacent residential areas.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in 
Watsonia where walking and cycling upgrades are 
being undertaken by the project. 

Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) 
of enhancements to public open space for the 
shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around 
Watsonia Library.

3E Should project works directly impact the 
transmission easement between Greensborough 
Road and Frensham Road, improve the amenity 
and the quality of open space by:

• Providing additional planting / buffer planting 
to residential fencing subject to the approval of 
the relevant Utility Service Providers.

• Upgrading the existing East-West Power 
Easement Trail.

3F *Consider improvements to the amenity and quality 
of the open space along the transmission easement 
between Greensborough Road and Frensham 
Road by implementing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design infrastructure (such as vegetated swales or 
raingardens) to manage stormwater.

 
4A New planting in the transmission easement must 

be indigenous to strengthen local biodiversity and 
habitat within the ‘Powerline Link’ biodiversity corridor.
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• Maximise opportunities for land use and 
transport integration and ensure the project 
design has regard to relevant State and local 
government strategic land use plans. 

• The project design seeks opportunities to 
consolidate land parcels and minimise the 
fragmentation of land parcels. 

• Built form should be well integrated, provide 
for passive surveillance and respond to the 
urban setting. 

• Design the road network to accommodate 
vehicle and pedestrian access to residual 
land parcels. 

• Ensure the road configuration accessing 
Watsonia Station car park and bus 
interchange is in accordance with relevant 
Victorian Government transport agency 
requirements. 

• Ensure no net loss of vehicle parking at 
Watsonia Station.
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*Opportunities which are outside the scope but may be delivered by 
others and/or would be beneficial for the contractor to implement.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from 
the east side of the road corridor across 
Greensborough Road and connecting to 
the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Ensure there are pedestrian connections to 
Watsonia Station platforms that addresses key 
desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and 
cycling paths/bridge.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections 
to Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to 
the east and south-east; to increase accessibility 
to an activity centre which can service everyday 
needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 
Minute Neighbourhood strategy).

2E Provide new off-road walking and cycling path in 
east-west direction to link from Watsonia Road to 
Watsonia Station.

2F Provide a new cycling connection between Nell 
Street West linking to Watsonia Shopping Centre.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new 
off-road cycling connection parallel to Morwell 
Avenue (to be delivered others) which will link 
the existing East-West Power Easement Trail 
to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood 
Centre.

2H Ensure new infrastructure supports a new east-
west cycling connection (to be delivered by 
others) along Nell Street and Nell Street West.

2i Replace existing Nell Street pedestrian bridge 
with new high quality, wider, walking and cycling 
crossing that connects the east and west side 
of the corridor. Crossing is to link into the 
surrounding path networks and to Watsonia 
Primary School. 

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder 
Street to Watsonia Station car park which 
could facilitate an at-grade walking and cycling 
crossing.

2K Ensure the design of the Nell Street pedestrian 
bridge has regard to the setting and operational 
requirements of Watsonia Primary School.
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and 
cycling route to the eastern side of the 
corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and 
the Banyule Trail to the south.

2B Provide a new north-south off-road walking 
and cycling path to the western side of the 
corridor which links Watsonia Shopping 
Centre and Watsonia Station to the southern 
end of the station carpark.

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, 
streets and in carparks within the project corridor 
wherever possible to reinforce Watsonia’s leafy 
character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

3B Minimise overlooking to residential properties from 
proposed walking and cycling bridges at Nell Street 
and Watsonia Station.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough 
Road to filter views of road infrastructure from 
adjacent residential areas.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in 
Watsonia where walking and cycling upgrades are 
being undertaken by the project. 

Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) 
of enhancements to public open space for the 
shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around 
Watsonia Library.

3E Should project works directly impact the 
transmission easement between Greensborough 
Road and Frensham Road, improve the amenity 
and the quality of open space by:

• Providing additional planting / buffer planting 
to residential fencing subject to the approval of 
the relevant Utility Service Providers.

• Upgrading the existing East-West Power 
Easement Trail.

3F *Consider improvements to the amenity and quality 
of the open space along the transmission easement 
between Greensborough Road and Frensham 
Road by implementing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design infrastructure (such as vegetated swales or 
raingardens) to manage stormwater.

 
4A New planting in the transmission easement must 

be indigenous to strengthen local biodiversity and 
habitat within the ‘Powerline Link’ biodiversity corridor.

1A Watsonia	Station	Precinct

• Maximise opportunities for land use and 
transport integration and ensure the project 
design has regard to relevant State and local 
government strategic land use plans. 

• The project design seeks opportunities to 
consolidate land parcels and minimise the 
fragmentation of land parcels. 

• Built form should be well integrated, provide 
for passive surveillance and respond to the 
urban setting. 

• Design the road network to accommodate 
vehicle and pedestrian access to residual 
land parcels. 

• Ensure the road configuration accessing 
Watsonia Station car park and bus 
interchange is in accordance with relevant 
Victorian Government transport agency 
requirements. 

• Ensure no net loss of vehicle parking at 
Watsonia Station.
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*Opportunities which are outside the scope but may be delivered by 
others and/or would be beneficial for the contractor to implement.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from 
the east side of the road corridor across 
Greensborough Road and connecting to 
the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Ensure there are pedestrian connections to 
Watsonia Station platforms that addresses key 
desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and 
cycling paths/bridge.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections 
to Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to 
the east and south-east; to increase accessibility 
to an activity centre which can service everyday 
needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 
Minute Neighbourhood strategy).

2E Provide new off-road walking and cycling path in 
east-west direction to link from Watsonia Road to 
Watsonia Station.

2F Provide a new cycling connection between Nell 
Street West linking to Watsonia Shopping Centre.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new 
off-road cycling connection parallel to Morwell 
Avenue (to be delivered others) which will link 
the existing East-West Power Easement Trail 
to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood 
Centre.

2H Ensure new infrastructure supports a new east-
west cycling connection (to be delivered by 
others) along Nell Street and Nell Street West.

2i Replace existing Nell Street pedestrian bridge 
with new high quality, wider, walking and cycling 
crossing that connects the east and west side 
of the corridor. Crossing is to link into the 
surrounding path networks and to Watsonia 
Primary School. 

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder 
Street to Watsonia Station car park which 
could facilitate an at-grade walking and cycling 
crossing.

2K Ensure the design of the Nell Street pedestrian 
bridge has regard to the setting and operational 
requirements of Watsonia Primary School.
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and 
cycling route to the eastern side of the 
corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and 
the Banyule Trail to the south.

2B Provide a new north-south off-road walking 
and cycling path to the western side of the 
corridor which links Watsonia Shopping 
Centre and Watsonia Station to the southern 
end of the station carpark.

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, 
streets and in carparks within the project corridor 
wherever possible to reinforce Watsonia’s leafy 
character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

3B Minimise overlooking to residential properties from 
proposed walking and cycling bridges at Nell Street 
and Watsonia Station.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough 
Road to filter views of road infrastructure from 
adjacent residential areas.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in 
Watsonia where walking and cycling upgrades are 
being undertaken by the project. 

Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) 
of enhancements to public open space for the 
shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around 
Watsonia Library.

3E Should project works directly impact the 
transmission easement between Greensborough 
Road and Frensham Road, improve the amenity 
and the quality of open space by:

• Providing additional planting / buffer planting 
to residential fencing subject to the approval of 
the relevant Utility Service Providers.

• Upgrading the existing East-West Power 
Easement Trail.

3F *Consider improvements to the amenity and quality 
of the open space along the transmission easement 
between Greensborough Road and Frensham 
Road by implementing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design infrastructure (such as vegetated swales or 
raingardens) to manage stormwater.

 
4A New planting in the transmission easement must 

be indigenous to strengthen local biodiversity and 
habitat within the ‘Powerline Link’ biodiversity corridor.
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transport integration and ensure the project 
design has regard to relevant State and local 
government strategic land use plans. 

• The project design seeks opportunities to 
consolidate land parcels and minimise the 
fragmentation of land parcels. 

• Built form should be well integrated, provide 
for passive surveillance and respond to the 
urban setting. 

• Design the road network to accommodate 
vehicle and pedestrian access to residual 
land parcels. 

• Ensure the road configuration accessing 
Watsonia Station car park and bus 
interchange is in accordance with relevant 
Victorian Government transport agency 
requirements. 

• Ensure no net loss of vehicle parking at 
Watsonia Station.
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*Opportunities which are outside the scope but may be delivered by 
others and/or would be beneficial for the contractor to implement.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from 
the east side of the road corridor across 
Greensborough Road and connecting to 
the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Ensure there are pedestrian connections to 
Watsonia Station platforms that addresses key 
desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and 
cycling paths/bridge.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections 
to Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to 
the east and south-east; to increase accessibility 
to an activity centre which can service everyday 
needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 
Minute Neighbourhood strategy).

2E Provide new off-road walking and cycling path in 
east-west direction to link from Watsonia Road to 
Watsonia Station.

2F Provide a new cycling connection between Nell 
Street West linking to Watsonia Shopping Centre.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new 
off-road cycling connection parallel to Morwell 
Avenue (to be delivered others) which will link 
the existing East-West Power Easement Trail 
to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood 
Centre.

2H Ensure new infrastructure supports a new east-
west cycling connection (to be delivered by 
others) along Nell Street and Nell Street West.

2i Replace existing Nell Street pedestrian bridge 
with new high quality, wider, walking and cycling 
crossing that connects the east and west side 
of the corridor. Crossing is to link into the 
surrounding path networks and to Watsonia 
Primary School. 

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder 
Street to Watsonia Station car park which 
could facilitate an at-grade walking and cycling 
crossing.

2K Ensure the design of the Nell Street pedestrian 
bridge has regard to the setting and operational 
requirements of Watsonia Primary School.
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2A Provide a new north-south walking and 
cycling route to the eastern side of the 
corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and 
the Banyule Trail to the south.

2B Provide a new north-south off-road walking 
and cycling path to the western side of the 
corridor which links Watsonia Shopping 
Centre and Watsonia Station to the southern 
end of the station carpark.

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, 
streets and in carparks within the project corridor 
wherever possible to reinforce Watsonia’s leafy 
character, contribute to the urban forest, enhance 
amenity and provide shade.

3B Minimise overlooking to residential properties from 
proposed walking and cycling bridges at Nell Street 
and Watsonia Station.

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough 
Road to filter views of road infrastructure from 
adjacent residential areas.

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in 
Watsonia where walking and cycling upgrades are 
being undertaken by the project. 

Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) 
of enhancements to public open space for the 
shopping strip and improvements to create a high 
quality entrance to the station focused around 
Watsonia Library.

3E Should project works directly impact the 
transmission easement between Greensborough 
Road and Frensham Road, improve the amenity 
and the quality of open space by:

• Providing additional planting / buffer planting 
to residential fencing subject to the approval of 
the relevant Utility Service Providers.

• Upgrading the existing East-West Power 
Easement Trail.

3F *Consider improvements to the amenity and quality 
of the open space along the transmission easement 
between Greensborough Road and Frensham 
Road by implementing Water Sensitive Urban 
Design infrastructure (such as vegetated swales or 
raingardens) to manage stormwater.

 
4A New planting in the transmission easement must 

be indigenous to strengthen local biodiversity and 
habitat within the ‘Powerline Link’ biodiversity corridor.

1A Watsonia	Station	Precinct

• Maximise opportunities for land use and 
transport integration and ensure the project 
design has regard to relevant State and local 
government strategic land use plans. 

• The project design seeks opportunities to 
consolidate land parcels and minimise the 
fragmentation of land parcels. 

• Built form should be well integrated, provide 
for passive surveillance and respond to the 
urban setting. 

• Design the road network to accommodate 
vehicle and pedestrian access to residual 
land parcels. 

• Ensure the road configuration accessing 
Watsonia Station car park and bus 
interchange is in accordance with relevant 
Victorian Government transport agency 
requirements. 

• Ensure no net loss of vehicle parking at 
Watsonia Station.
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4.		RIDGELINE	AREA

*Opportunities which are outside the scope but may be delivered by 
others and/or would be beneficial for the contractor to implement.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from 
the east side of the road corridor across 
Greensborough Road and connecting to 
the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Ensure there are pedestrian connections to 
Watsonia Station platforms that addresses key 
desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and 
legibility for walking and link to the walking and 
cycling paths/bridge.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections 
to Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre from residential areas to 
the east and south-east; to increase accessibility 
to an activity centre which can service everyday 
needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 
Minute Neighbourhood strategy).

2E Provide new off-road walking and cycling path in 
east-west direction to link from Watsonia Road to 
Watsonia Station.

2F Provide a new cycling connection between Nell 
Street West linking to Watsonia Shopping Centre.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new 
off-road cycling connection parallel to Morwell 
Avenue (to be delivered others) which will link 
the existing East-West Power Easement Trail 
to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood 
Centre.

2H Ensure new infrastructure supports a new east-
west cycling connection (to be delivered by 
others) along Nell Street and Nell Street West.

2i Replace existing Nell Street pedestrian bridge 
with new high quality, wider, walking and cycling 
crossing that connects the east and west side 
of the corridor. Crossing is to link into the 
surrounding path networks and to Watsonia 
Primary School. 

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder 
Street to Watsonia Station car park which 
could facilitate an at-grade walking and cycling 
crossing.

2K Ensure the design of the Nell Street pedestrian 
bridge has regard to the setting and operational 
requirements of Watsonia Primary School.
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Putting a Lid on it  
How Banyule’s plan will help deliver Victorian Government commitments in Watsonia
A green lid over the grey trench that 
is proposed to cut through Watsonia 
will deliver short- and long-term 
improvements to people and places within 
Watsonia and the broader Banyule area.

Through the small but impactful 
changes proposed by Council, the 
Urban Design Strategy’s objectives will 
be greatly achieved, improving Watsonia 
now and into the future.

Banyule’s proposal provides a better 
design option for more than 50 percent 
of the State Government’s objectives 
included in the Urban Design Strategy.  
These are included below.

Urban Design Strategy Objectives Banyule’s design proposal
Urban 
Integration  

1A Watsonia Station Precinct 
Maximise opportunities for land use and transport integration.
The project design seeks opportunities to consolidate land 
parcels and minimise the fragmentation of land parcels.

 Provides greater opportunity for land use and transport 
integration through consolidation of land parcels. By 

significantly reducing the asphalt footprint it provides more 
developable land that can accommodate mixed use 
opportunities that can integrate with the existing commercial 
precinct, rather than fragmented development parcels.

Connectivity, 
Wayfinding & 
Accessibility 

2A Provide a new north-south walking and cycling route to 
the eastern side of the corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and the Banyule 
Trail to the south. 

A green lid creates an improved amenity for cyclists 
and pedestrians, providing a green buffer along the 

North East Link for new routes and reducing the impact of 
noise and emissions.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from the east side 
of the road corridor across Greensborough Road and 
connecting to the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. Ensure there are pedestrian 
connections to Watsonia Station platforms that addresses 
key desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and legibility 
for walking and link to the walking and cycling paths/bridge.

A green lid provides a user-friendly, accessible, 
continuous east-west connection for pedestrians.  

Rather than access the station via a narrow bridge at Elder 
Street, residents on the east side of Watsonia will have many 
crossing opportunities and can access the station via access 
the station via buildings adjoining the station.  The need to 
‘walk around’ will be significantly reduced.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections to Watsonia 
Station and the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre from 
residential areas to the east and south-east; to increase 
accessibility to an activity centre which can service 
everyday needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 Minute 
Neighbourhood strategy). 

Improved accessibility and connectivity will reduce 
the need for vehicles, as residents will have direct 

entry to Watsonia Station from a number of access points.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new off-road cycling 
connection parallel to Morwell Avenue (to be delivered 
others) which will link the existing East-West Power Easement 
Trail to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre. 

A smaller expanse of the trench will provide the 
opportunity for a cycling overpass to link east and 

west sides of Watsonia and provide a continues pedestrian / 
cycling path that links with other cycling trails.

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder Street to 
Watsonia Station car park which could facilitate an at-grade 
walking and cycling crossing. 

A proposed drop off bus zone will improve the 
east-west bus link and provide much-needed 

connectivity across Watsonia. This prevents buses having 
to be diverted through Greensborough as they currently do. 

Amenity, 
Vibrancy & 
Safety 

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, streets and 
in carparks within the project corridor wherever possible to 
reinforce Watsonia’s leafy character, contribute to the urban 
forest, enhance amenity and provide shade. 

Continues the tree-lined Greensborough Boulevard 
though Watsonia, creating a greater buffer between 

houses and the North East Link and providing more 
opportunities for greening the municipality. 

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough Road to filter 
views of road infrastructure from adjacent residential areas. An increased green surface over North East Link will 

enable the planting of an extra 700 trees, helping to 
improve the aesthetic of the area and create natural 
habitats for local fauna. 

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in Watsonia where 
walking and cycling upgrades are being undertaken by the 
project.  Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) of 
enhancements to public open space for the shopping strip 
and improvements to create a high quality entrance to the 
station focused around Watsonia Library.

Provides more public space opportunities, including 
the potential for art installations, pedestrian and 

cycling connections, habitat and wildlife links.

 Michele.Purtle@banyule.vic.gov.au
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North East Link Authority’s current plan for the northern 
section of North East Link puts a massive 10-lane trench 
through Watsonia. Wall to wall, the trench will be 65 
metres wide, at some points the project will be 100 metres 
wide, with 18 lanes of asphalt including service lanes and 
on and off ramps. 

This plan will split Watsonia in two and separate people 
from shops, services, the train station and each other. It will 
threaten the viability of businesses and increase noise and 
visual clutter.

Given the scale of North East Link, Victoria’s largest ever 
road project, Council is pointing out how relatively minor 
changes can deliver maximum impact.   

Council’s proposal to put a green 
bridge over the grey trench will:
• create more than three hectares of green open space 

• provide access from one side of Watsonia to the other

• help keep businesses open and the community thriving

• enable a wider landscaping buffer between homes  
and Greensborough Highway
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• boost accessibility and  
access between Watsonia 
Village, the train station 
and car park
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spaces the community 
needs and deserves

• renew the gateway  
to Watsonia.

How North East 
Link can transform 
Watsonia

Don’t just impact, improve
North East Link is the largest road 
project ever undertaken in Victoria. 
Council is working to ensure  
North East Link doesn’t just impact  
Banyule but improves Banyule.

In recent years, Council has worked with 
tunnelling, analytics and modelling experts 
to identify how the project can improve 
Banyule and create hectares of open space, 
facilitate investment, attract services and 
create jobs. 
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Large scale government-backed infrastructure 
initiatives have the potential to shape the future of local 
communities, to right wrongs and future-proof.

For the community of Watsonia, North East Link is truly a 
once-in-a-lifetime project.

In 2020, the Victorian Government recognised the 
need for additional design considerations for Watsonia, 
proposing 18 objectives in its final Urban Strategy Design.

To ensure the most optimum design of the northern 
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designs are announced in early 2023. 
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Government to deliver on what was promised  
for Watsonia – while  
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community.
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recommendations of the 
Urban Design Strategy to be 
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Delivering on  
North East Link  
commitments to Watsonia 
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An artist’s impression of North East Link with a green lid, as proposed by Banyule Council
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Putting a Lid on it  
How Banyule’s plan will help deliver Victorian Government commitments in Watsonia
A green lid over the grey trench that 
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An artist’s impression of how a green lid at Watsonia will connect the community

Economic analysis 1 of the proposal found that a covered road 
extension at Watsonia would:

• expand Watsonia Village across both sides of the railway 
line, creating better integration and accessibility between 
the town centre and the community

• create up to $340 million in value from opportunities 
enabled by a covered road

• inject up to $20 million into the Banyule economy each 
year and create more than 200 jobs

• enable an upgraded Watsonia Station integrated with 
Watsonia Village and new underground parking

• uplift of up to $40 million through improvements to 
pedestrian and cycling amenity.

Delivering on a promise
The Victorian Government’s updated North East Link 
Urban Design Strategy recognised the need for additional 
design considerations for Watsonia beyond what was 
included in the original document. Adopted in March 2020, 
it lists 18 objectives for Watsonia. 

Council’s proposal will enable North East Link to deliver on 
the design elements promised for Watsonia.

Through the small changes proposed by Council, half of the 
Urban Design Strategy’s objectives can be achieved and will 
improve Watsonia – now and into the future – by:

• maximising opportunities for land use, transport integration 
and minimising the fragmentation of land parcels 

• enhancing the quality of public open space in Watsonia 
including walking paths and cycling tracks linking to 
existing trails

• improving connections to Watsonia Station and Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre and the activity centre consistent 
with Plan Melbourne’s 20 Minute Neighbourhood Strategy

• providing significant opportunities for new tree planting, 
reinforcing the area’s leafy character

Why Watsonia needs  
a ‘cut and cover’
Economic modelling of options for the Watsonia section of 
North East Link identified the current State Government 
Plan as the least preferred outcome.1  It would remove the 
opportunity for $190-$340 million of value to be created 
for the community.

In contrast, putting a green bridge over the grey trench will 
create local opportunities for renewal and activation that 
would promote a connected, accessible, safe and vibrant 
mixed-use precinct, creating up to $185 million in accessibility 
benefits and $160 million in safety and amenity. It would also 
enable a 20-minute neighbourhood.

It also extends to the community’s most vulnerable with the 
potential to create up to 750 new medium density dwellings 
and 160 affordable housing units.

Benefit highlights
The economic analysis1 provides 
evidence that an extended covered 
road provides a wide range of benefits 
– economic to environmental – that a 
trench cannot deliver. 

The green lid
A green lid over the grey trench that 
is proposed to cut through Watsonia 
will deliver short- and long-term 
improvements to people and places 
within Watsonia and the broader 
Banyule area.

Watsonia Village
Expanding Watsonia Village to both 
sides of the railway line will improve 
accessibility and integration between 
Watsonia town centre and the community. 
This will help keep businesses open and the 
community thriving. 

Economic 
It is estimated $190-$340 million in 
potential additional value could be 
created from opportunities enabled  
by a covered road, with up to  
$20 million in gross value injected into 
the local economy each year. 
The potential development of up to 11,000 sqm 
of additional commercial and retail floor space 
and up to 750 new residential dwellings will 
create further economic activity. 

Transport and connectivity 
Putting a lid over the trench 
will enable an updated Watsonia 
Station to be better integrated with 
improved road access, pedestrian 
safety and amenity over the railway 
line to Watsonia Village and a new 
underground multi-deck commuter car 
park to be built.  
Value uplift of $20-$40 million will also 
be created through pedestrian and cycling 
accessibility improvements.

Increased social capital  
Better integration will create new 
floor space for the provision of council 
services at Watsonia Village and 
enable the development of up to 100 
new affordable housing dwellings 
in the area that will also feature 
new energy and water efficient 
environmentally sustainable design.

Amenity 

New active frontages to Watsonia Road 
and new retail and food and beverage 
opportunities would be created as part 
of any new developments. 
The covered trench would create opportunities 
for new landscaping, increased green canopy 
and open space amenity on the green bridge 
which will reduce urban heat impact and  
noise pollution.

The opportunity to improve, rather than 
just impact, Banyule is deep and long-
lasting. It includes the creation of more 
jobs, economic benefits and development, 
valued at up to $20 million each year. 

Value creation
The top ten opportunities that would create the most value for Watsonia, providing an uplift of many millions of dollars include:

Rank Opportunity Low
($M 2021)

High
($M 2021)

1 Upgraded Watsonia Station (major) 65 114

2 Urban design treatment of extended cut and cover deck over NEL to create series  
of spaces to sit, picnic, playground, community gardens etc. 54 101

3 New town square and amenities at Watsonia Village 19 32

4 Enhance the pedestrian/cycling corridor of Morwell Ave (west of High St) and along the 
Elders Street Reserve (east of NEL) 17 32

5 Development of VicTrack car park site for mixed use and residential, with underground 
commuter carparking (Site #6) 17 30

6 Extended pedestrian and cycling path above NEl to Watsonia (focusing on safety) 14 26

7 Redevelopment of social housing site (on west side of Greensborough Rd, near transmission 
line corridor {Site #8) 13 23

8 New Commercial development over Watsonia rail corridor (including timber yard site) (Site #5) 9 18

9 New bus Interchange at Watsonia Station 5 9

10 Expand Council services and offering available on or adjacent to the library site 4 8

Source: Value Advisory Partners  |  Amenity Discount rate of 4%  |  Commercial Discount rate of 7%
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line to Watsonia Village and a new 
underground multi-deck commuter car 
park to be built.  
Value uplift of $20-$40 million will also 
be created through pedestrian and cycling 
accessibility improvements.

Increased social capital  
Better integration will create new 
floor space for the provision of council 
services at Watsonia Village and 
enable the development of up to 100 
new affordable housing dwellings 
in the area that will also feature 
new energy and water efficient 
environmentally sustainable design.

Amenity 

New active frontages to Watsonia Road 
and new retail and food and beverage 
opportunities would be created as part 
of any new developments. 
The covered trench would create opportunities 
for new landscaping, increased green canopy 
and open space amenity on the green bridge 
which will reduce urban heat impact and  
noise pollution.

The opportunity to improve, rather than 
just impact, Banyule is deep and long-
lasting. It includes the creation of more 
jobs, economic benefits and development, 
valued at up to $20 million each year. 

Value creation
The top ten opportunities that would create the most value for Watsonia, providing an uplift of many millions of dollars include:

Rank Opportunity Low
($M 2021)

High
($M 2021)

1 Upgraded Watsonia Station (major) 65 114

2 Urban design treatment of extended cut and cover deck over NEL to create series  
of spaces to sit, picnic, playground, community gardens etc. 54 101

3 New town square and amenities at Watsonia Village 19 32

4 Enhance the pedestrian/cycling corridor of Morwell Ave (west of High St) and along the 
Elders Street Reserve (east of NEL) 17 32

5 Development of VicTrack car park site for mixed use and residential, with underground 
commuter carparking (Site #6) 17 30

6 Extended pedestrian and cycling path above NEl to Watsonia (focusing on safety) 14 26

7 Redevelopment of social housing site (on west side of Greensborough Rd, near transmission 
line corridor {Site #8) 13 23

8 New Commercial development over Watsonia rail corridor (including timber yard site) (Site #5) 9 18

9 New bus Interchange at Watsonia Station 5 9

10 Expand Council services and offering available on or adjacent to the library site 4 8

Source: Value Advisory Partners  |  Amenity Discount rate of 4%  |  Commercial Discount rate of 7%
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The North East Link (NEL) is proposed to be in an open trench close to the 
Watsonia Activity Centre.  This will divide the Watsonia community and could impact 
on the liveability and social cohesion in the area.  It is imperative the project mitigates 
the impacts on the community and provides improved urban design.  The following 
enhancements delivered with the project will bring significant social, economic and 
environmental benefits to Watsonia, and will provide opportunities to offset project 
impacts and achieve the best outcomes: 

Achieving better outcomes for Watsonia 
with better urban design and land use

1. Potential to carry local streets across 
NEL and the railway line, ensuring that 
shared paths connect the power line 
easement to the east and Watsonia Rd. 
Providing the community with this 
direct and improved access across NEL 
to the station and shops would meet a 
principle objective of the project.

2. Upgrade Watsonia station to provide 
improved access, particularly to support 
people with disabilities, and integration 
with the activity centre and bus services.

 
3. Include longer and additional land 

bridges to compensate for the loss of 
green, open spaces and massive tree 
losses in the NEL corridor.

4. Facilitate mixed-use development 
adjacent to Watsonia station on the 
east side of  Watsonia Rd to offset 
project impacts and bring economic 
benefits to Watsonia.

5. Simplify the Watsonia Rd /
Greensborough Rd intersection to 
minimise through traffic and provide 
improved land use opportunities.

6. Relocate the power pylons that are 
next to Watsonia Library to allow for 
the creation of a vibrant and central 
town square for the local community.
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July 2018  
Urban Design Strategy for the 
North East Link released.

December 2019 
Victorian Government adopts 
recommendations from the 
Environmental Effects Statement 
hearing to provide more in-depth 
urban planning consideration 
of several sections of the North 
East Link, including Watsonia.

March 2020  
Final Urban Design approved 
by Victorian Government.

October 2021  
Construction consortia SPARK 
appointed to deliver the 
central package of works.

May 2022 
Detailed Urban Design Landscape 
Plans for the central tunnelling 
package placed on public exhibition. 

Late 2022  
Victorian Government due to 
award tender to the company 
which will deliver the northern 
section of North East Link (from 
Watsonia Rd to M80 Ring Road).

Early 2023  
Final designs for the northern section 
will be placed on public exhibition for 
21 days. Banyule Council will submit 
their design recommendations 
based on community feedback.

1 North East Link Economic Analysis 
– Watsonia, September 2022 by 
Value Advisory Partners
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 Michele.Purtle@banyule.vic.gov.au
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‘We only get to 
do this once. 
Let’s do it right.’

North East 
Link history

A critical moment for Banyule’s future
North East Link is a once  
in a lifetime project. 
There is only one chance to  
get it right and ensure the 
project can improve Banyule, 
not just impact it. 

Once the trench is built there will 
be no opportunity to retrofit or 
augment it.

With builders for the northern 
section of the North East Link due 
to be appointed in late 2022,  
now is a critical time to advocate  
for Banyule’s community. 

What our community is saying 
about Putting A Lid on the northern 
section of North East Link:

‘It’s a great opportunity to help 
the environment, improve air 
quality and get double use out of 
the space: road below, park above.’

‘Keeping communities 
connected is vital. COVID 
demonstrated what happens 
when we are kept apart.’

‘It will be nearly impossible  
to live next to a 10-lane highway. 
The noise will impact our kids and 
others. Please raise your voice.’

‘The prospect of a 10-lane 
highway dividing a community 
and crippling businesses  
sends a shiver down my spine.’

‘This is a massive 
opportunity to 
create green space 
for generations.’

‘This is a crucial space to assist with 
the physical and mental health of the 
community – seriously important!’

‘Although I truly believe the North East Link matters, so do the 
communities it runs through! We are happy for the horrible 
congestion to ease and make travel easier but adding this green 
lid will allow the communities to thrive.’
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Michele Purtle, Advocacy Lead
Banyule City Council 

Putting a Lid on it  
How Banyule’s plan will help deliver Victorian Government commitments in Watsonia
A green lid over the grey trench that 
is proposed to cut through Watsonia 
will deliver short- and long-term 
improvements to people and places within 
Watsonia and the broader Banyule area.

Through the small but impactful 
changes proposed by Council, the 
Urban Design Strategy’s objectives will 
be greatly achieved, improving Watsonia 
now and into the future.

Banyule’s proposal provides a better 
design option for more than 50 percent 
of the State Government’s objectives 
included in the Urban Design Strategy.  
These are included below.

Urban Design Strategy Objectives Banyule’s design proposal
Urban 
Integration  

1A Watsonia Station Precinct 
Maximise opportunities for land use and transport integration.
The project design seeks opportunities to consolidate land 
parcels and minimise the fragmentation of land parcels.

 Provides greater opportunity for land use and transport 
integration through consolidation of land parcels. By 

significantly reducing the asphalt footprint it provides more 
developable land that can accommodate mixed use 
opportunities that can integrate with the existing commercial 
precinct, rather than fragmented development parcels.

Connectivity, 
Wayfinding & 
Accessibility 

2A Provide a new north-south walking and cycling route to 
the eastern side of the corridor, connecting to the existing 
Greensborough Bypass Trail to the north, and the Banyule 
Trail to the south. 

A green lid creates an improved amenity for cyclists 
and pedestrians, providing a green buffer along the 

North East Link for new routes and reducing the impact of 
noise and emissions.

2C Provide a new walking and cycling link from the east side 
of the road corridor across Greensborough Road and 
connecting to the Watsonia Station and the Watsonia 
Neighbourhood Centre. Ensure there are pedestrian 
connections to Watsonia Station platforms that addresses 
key desire lines, enhance sightlines, wayfinding and legibility 
for walking and link to the walking and cycling paths/bridge.

A green lid provides a user-friendly, accessible, 
continuous east-west connection for pedestrians.  

Rather than access the station via a narrow bridge at Elder 
Street, residents on the east side of Watsonia will have many 
crossing opportunities and can access the station via access 
the station via buildings adjoining the station.  The need to 
‘walk around’ will be significantly reduced.

2D Enhance pedestrian and cycling connections to Watsonia 
Station and the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre from 
residential areas to the east and south-east; to increase 
accessibility to an activity centre which can service 
everyday needs (consistent with Plan Melbourne’s 20 Minute 
Neighbourhood strategy). 

Improved accessibility and connectivity will reduce 
the need for vehicles, as residents will have direct 

entry to Watsonia Station from a number of access points.

2G Ensure new infrastructure supports the new off-road cycling 
connection parallel to Morwell Avenue (to be delivered 
others) which will link the existing East-West Power Easement 
Trail to the west with the Watsonia Neighbourhood Centre. 

A smaller expanse of the trench will provide the 
opportunity for a cycling overpass to link east and 

west sides of Watsonia and provide a continues pedestrian / 
cycling path that links with other cycling trails.

2J Provide a direct vehicle connection from Elder Street to 
Watsonia Station car park which could facilitate an at-grade 
walking and cycling crossing. 

A proposed drop off bus zone will improve the 
east-west bus link and provide much-needed 

connectivity across Watsonia. This prevents buses having 
to be diverted through Greensborough as they currently do. 

Amenity, 
Vibrancy & 
Safety 

3A Provide additional tree planting along pathways, streets and 
in carparks within the project corridor wherever possible to 
reinforce Watsonia’s leafy character, contribute to the urban 
forest, enhance amenity and provide shade. 

Continues the tree-lined Greensborough Boulevard 
though Watsonia, creating a greater buffer between 

houses and the North East Link and providing more 
opportunities for greening the municipality. 

3C Provide a planted interface with Greensborough Road to filter 
views of road infrastructure from adjacent residential areas. An increased green surface over North East Link will 

enable the planting of an extra 700 trees, helping to 
improve the aesthetic of the area and create natural 
habitats for local fauna. 

3D Enhance the quality of public open space in Watsonia where 
walking and cycling upgrades are being undertaken by the 
project.  Do not preclude the future delivery (by others) of 
enhancements to public open space for the shopping strip 
and improvements to create a high quality entrance to the 
station focused around Watsonia Library.

Provides more public space opportunities, including 
the potential for art installations, pedestrian and 

cycling connections, habitat and wildlife links.

 Michele.Purtle@banyule.vic.gov.au

 0403 159 388

  banyule.vic.gov.au

1 North East Link Economic Analysis – Watsonia, September 2022 by Value Advisory Partners



Greensborough NEL Advocacy Sheets
The following three advocacy sheets relate to Greensborough. 

• Greensborough NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Shared User Path link via Kalparrin Gardens
• Greensborough NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Grimshaw Street considerations
• Greensborough NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Greensborough Bypass improvements

The content of the sheets will be discussed below. 

• Downgrade Grimshaw Street, between Henry Street and  
Main Street, to discourage through traffic and facilitate 
pedestrian, cycling, and public transport priority within the 
Activity Centre.

• Upgrades to traffic signal infrastructure near the North 
East Link Grimshaw Street interchange and Henry Street 
intersection due to the presence of primary schools  
in the vicinity.

• Removal of existing overhead power poles at key high risk 
locations on Grimshaw Street.

• Replacement of street lighting to impact absorbing poles at 
key high risk locations on Grimshaw Street.

• Local area traffic management for selected local streets that 
connect to Grimshaw Street from the Circuit.

Greensborough Bypass improvements
The Circuit provides a link between Greensborough bypass and 
Grimshaw Street for through traffic wishing to access Para Road 
and Diamond Creek Road/St Helena Road. 

However, due to the complex Circuit/Para Road/Main Street 
intersection, the direct route is available for eastbound traffic only, 
while westbound traffic is required to deviate along Main Street 
and Hailes Street East to enter The Circuit. 

Westbound traffic using Main Street encourages traffic through a 
pedestrian priority area in the activity centre. 

The Greensborough Activity Centre Transport Masterplan 
identifies the need to improve this intersection to provide a direct 
link between  
Para Road and the Circuit for westbound traffic. 

By improving this intersection:

• Negative impacts on pedestrian safety and congestion  
can be mitigated, as the North East Link increases traffic 
through The Circuit. 

• Access for buses will be improved to complement bus lane 
improvements along Grimshaw Street, and to the proposed 
bus interchange at the new Greensborough Railway Station.

The road network alterations may also provide an opportunity for 
commercial/retail development through Land Value Capture.

 

Kalparrin Gardens currently contains a stand-alone shared user path, by which 
commuters and recreational users pass through the gardens.  The shared user paths 
in the gardens are not connected to any of the nearby shared user path network. 
Kalparrin Gardens is a short distance from the M80 Trail and the Plenty River Trail, 
presenting an opportunity to integrate its trail network to them and upgrade park 
facilities.

Connecting shared trails and 
upgrading Kalparrin Gardens

What is needed:

• New shared user path that connects 
Kalparrin Gardens with the M80 
Trail and the Plenty River Trail.  This 
will have the added benefit of linking 
these two main trails which will 
enhance the overall trail network.

• New shared user path connections 
will make Kalparrin Gardens a 
destination for the region. Its central 
location offers great links to the 
Greensborough Activity Centre 
and numerous community facilities 
including shops, the train station, 
schools and sports grounds.

• Improved amenities within the park 
to meet the demands of its new-
found status of a regional recreational 
centre. Toilets, paths, playground, 
and a fitness circuit would require 
upgrading to service more visitors.
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The North East Link (NEL) will increase traffic significantly in Grimshaw St, which 
already has high traffic volumes.  This will cause additional congestion, affect travel times 
and negatively impact all modes of travel, presenting a risk to Greensborough as a 
vibrant place to live, work and play.  It is essential the North East Link project improve 
the road network infrastructure to improve safety and movement in the area.

Improvements for Grimshaw Street  
to cope with increased traffic

What is needed:
• Bus priority on Grimshaw St for 

efficient public transport connection 
to the Greensborough Transport 
Interchange  

• Alterations to the Grimshaw St/
Watsonia Rd intersection and traffic 
signals to deter through traffic using 
Watsonia Rd through the Watsonia 
Shopping Centre

• Alterations to the Grimshaw St/
Frye St intersection to deter through 
traffic using Frye St

• Improved opportunities for 
pedestrians to safely cross Grimshaw 
St, especially with projected traffic 
increase

• Removal of existing overhead power 
poles at key high risk locations on 
Grimshaw St

• Downgrade Grimshaw St, between 
Henry St and Main St,  to discourage 
through traffic and facilitate 
pedestrian, cycling, and public 
transport priority within the centre

• Upgrades to crossing infrastructure 
near NEL Grimshaw St interchange 
and Henry St intersection due to the 
presence of primary schools in the 
vicinity 

• Replacement of street lighting to 
impact absorbing poles at key high 
risk locations on Grimshaw St

• Local area traffic management for 
selected local streets that connect to 
Grimshaw St from  The Circuit.

 

NEL will increase traffic on already heavily 
congested Greensborough Bypass/Diamond 
Creek Road and Grimshaw Street.  

The widening of Yan Yean Road from one 
to two lanes - expected to be completed 
by 2021- is already adding even more traffic 
to these arterial roads which bottlenecks at 
Civic Drive Roundabout.

The M80 upgrade works - due to be 
completed in late 2021- will further increase 
traffic in the area. This will cause more traffic 
to bypass the Civic Drive Roundabout and 
travel through Greensborough Activity 
Centre to access Greensborough Highway 
(refer to map overleaf). 

What is needed before starting NEL 
construction:
• Grade separation of the Civic Drive 

Roundabout; and 
• Widening Greensborough Bypass / 

Diamond Creek Road between M80 
Ring Road and Yan Yean Road from 
two to three lanes.

Benefits include:
• Alleviates congestion caused by the 

NEL construction;
• Reduces rat-running traffic in the 

Greensborough Activity Centre; and
• Improves access between Yan Yean 

Road and M80/North East Link.

Improvements to Diamond Creek Road and Greensborough Bypass including grade 
separation of Civic Drive Roundabout are desperately needed to optimise arterial 
roads and address congestion which will be exacerbated by the North East Link (NEL)
and the continued population growth in the north east.

Upgrading sections of our road 
network to improve traffic flow 

 Source: Hurstbridge Rail Line Feasibility Study – Banyule CC – Stantec 2022

Shared User Path via Kalparrin Gardens
Council’s Kalparrin Gardens Masterplan sets out the vision and 
project goals for the development of Kalparrin Gardens as a family 
friendly ‘long stay destination park’. While Kalparrin Gardens has 
stand-alone shared user paths, these paths are currently not 
connected to any of the nearby shared user path networks.

Linking Kalparrin Gardens with both the M80 Trail and the 
Plenty River Trail and the planned Shared User Path between 
Greensborough and Montmorency Stations will create a vital 
connection to RMIT university from Banyule. 

The linkages will also assist Kalparrin Gardens becoming a 
destination for the region, provide a link to the Greensborough 
Activity Centre and numerous community facilities including 
shops, train station, schools and sports grounds.

With its new found status as a destination for the region, provide 
improved amenities within the park including toilets, paths, 
playground and a fitness circuit.

Grimshaw Street considerations
Grimshaw Street will provide a key link to the North East Link, 
particularly as it distributes traffic at the Grimshaw Street interchange. 

Daily traffic volume along Grimshaw Street, west of North East 
Link, is expected to increase by 2700 per day1. Additional traffic is 
expected to congest Grimshaw Street, east of North East Link, in 
accessing the interchange and also accessing Watsonia Road as 
a rat run avoiding Greensborough Road. 

This increased traffic will affect the vision outlined in the 
Greensborough Activity Centre Transport Masterplan, which 
views Greensborough Activity Centre as having integrated public 
transport services, cycling access and pedestrian amenity. 

With the presence of primary schools, supervised school 
crossings, shopping precincts and residential areas, it is 
imperative that safe access is provided for all community.

Improvements are necessary for:

• Public transport: there are about 8 bus stops on Grimshaw 
Street, between Watsonia Road and Main Street, providing 
access to the activity centre and other key locations.

• Pedestrians: there are two supervised school crossing for 
primary school children, and pedestrian operated signals in 
the pedestrian priority area on Grimshaw Street. Services are 
accessed by all community, including elderly and those with 
mobility restrictions.

• Vehicles: improved safety for through traffic and residential 
traffic as congestion increases on the road.

What is needed:

• Bus priority on Grimshaw Street for efficient public  
transport connection to the planned Greensborough 
Transport Interchange.

• Alterations to the Grimshaw Street/Watsonia Road 
intersection and traffic signals to deter through traffic using 
Watsonia Road through the Watsonia shopping centre.

• Alterations to the Grimshaw Street/Frye Street intersection to 
deter through traffic using Frye Street.

• Improved opportunities for pedestrians to safely cross 
Grimshaw Street, especially with projected traffic increase.
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The North East Link (NEL) will increase traffic significantly in Grimshaw St, which 
already has high traffic volumes.  This will cause additional congestion, affect travel times 
and negatively impact all modes of travel, presenting a risk to Greensborough as a 
vibrant place to live, work and play.  It is essential the North East Link project improve 
the road network infrastructure to improve safety and movement in the area.

Improvements for Grimshaw Street  
to cope with increased traffic

What is needed:
• Bus priority on Grimshaw St for 

efficient public transport connection 
to the Greensborough Transport 
Interchange  

• Alterations to the Grimshaw St/
Watsonia Rd intersection and traffic 
signals to deter through traffic using 
Watsonia Rd through the Watsonia 
Shopping Centre

• Alterations to the Grimshaw St/
Frye St intersection to deter through 
traffic using Frye St

• Improved opportunities for 
pedestrians to safely cross Grimshaw 
St, especially with projected traffic 
increase

• Removal of existing overhead power 
poles at key high risk locations on 
Grimshaw St

• Downgrade Grimshaw St, between 
Henry St and Main St,  to discourage 
through traffic and facilitate 
pedestrian, cycling, and public 
transport priority within the centre

• Upgrades to crossing infrastructure 
near NEL Grimshaw St interchange 
and Henry St intersection due to the 
presence of primary schools in the 
vicinity 

• Replacement of street lighting to 
impact absorbing poles at key high 
risk locations on Grimshaw St

• Local area traffic management for 
selected local streets that connect to 
Grimshaw St from  The Circuit.

 

Kalparrin Gardens currently contains a stand-alone shared user path, by which 
commuters and recreational users pass through the gardens.  The shared user paths 
in the gardens are not connected to any of the nearby shared user path network. 
Kalparrin Gardens is a short distance from the M80 Trail and the Plenty River Trail, 
presenting an opportunity to integrate its trail network to them and upgrade park 
facilities.

Connecting shared trails and 
upgrading Kalparrin Gardens

What is needed:

• New shared user path that connects 
Kalparrin Gardens with the M80 
Trail and the Plenty River Trail.  This 
will have the added benefit of linking 
these two main trails which will 
enhance the overall trail network.

• New shared user path connections 
will make Kalparrin Gardens a 
destination for the region. Its central 
location offers great links to the 
Greensborough Activity Centre 
and numerous community facilities 
including shops, the train station, 
schools and sports grounds.

• Improved amenities within the park 
to meet the demands of its new-
found status of a regional recreational 
centre. Toilets, paths, playground, 
and a fitness circuit would require 
upgrading to service more visitors.
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General NEL Advocacy Sheets –  
across NEL alignment
The following set of advocacy sheets are applicable to the whole North East Link alignment in Banyule including being 
relevant to the northern freeway package from Watsonia to the M80: 

• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Tree canopy cover
• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Public art 
• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Protecting water quality and assets
• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Manage construction impacts on local streets
• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – Improved open space facilities 
• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet 2019 – High quality landscaping
• Banyule NEL Advocacy Sheet – 2019 – Walking and cycling connections

The content of the sheets will be discussed below. 

Tree canopy cover
It is important to address the loss of canopy cover and associated 
benefits to the community and environment by implementing an 
early tree planting and establishment program. The North East 
Link is a significant project that will impact this long-established 
suburban area known for its liveability and leafy outlooks.

Green landscapes make an important contribution to building a 
desirable place to live, work and visit. It is important to protect, 
enhance and manage our urban forest to ensure it serves the 
community well into the future. The local community have clearly 
demonstrated that they value Banyule’s Street and park trees  
and wish to ensure the longevity, health and protection of their 
green spaces. 

As part of the North East Link, it has been identified that early  
tree planting and establishment is vital to counter the proposed 
loss of canopy cover.  An early tree planting program will provide an 
opportunity for the replacement trees to be well established and 
reach their exponential growth stage by the time the project  
is completed. 

A key Council strategic objective is to increase canopy cover to 
improve liveability and build urban resilience to the impacts of 
climate change. Council is currently updating its Urban Forest 
Strategy and looks forward to working closely with NELP to achieve 
our joint aims to both increase the canopy and ensure that the NEL 
Program can deliver the 2 for 1 tree replacement commitment.  

Public art
It is inevitable that local communities will be subject to significant 
disruption during the construction of the North East Link.  
It is important that opportunities to alleviate the effects of this 
disruption are explored and implemented in ways that are relevant 
to each community.

There is an opportunity for place making and development 
of community resilience through arts & cultural development 
programs. These development programs should include provisions 
for exploration and funding of arts & cultural festivals, as well as 
other more focused activities.

Developing these programs would form a part of a proactive 
strategy to positively engage with the community during the project’s 
construction phase, with the underlying intention being to assist the 
community with coping with the disruptions they will experience.

Visual amenity will be massively affected by the NEL 
development and change the distinctive community character of 
neighbourhoods and activity centres. 

Public art projects should be integrated into the redevelopment 
of all public areas in Banyule impacted by NELP. Created with 
the input and support of local communities and businesses, good 
quality public art can contribute to a healthy social and economic 
environment. and help restore amenity, connectivity, and ownership 
of a public space.

 

NEL will increase traffic on already heavily 
congested Greensborough Bypass/Diamond 
Creek Road and Grimshaw Street.  

The widening of Yan Yean Road from one 
to two lanes - expected to be completed 
by 2021- is already adding even more traffic 
to these arterial roads which bottlenecks at 
Civic Drive Roundabout.

The M80 upgrade works - due to be 
completed in late 2021- will further increase 
traffic in the area. This will cause more traffic 
to bypass the Civic Drive Roundabout and 
travel through Greensborough Activity 
Centre to access Greensborough Highway 
(refer to map overleaf). 

What is needed before starting NEL 
construction:
• Grade separation of the Civic Drive 

Roundabout; and 
• Widening Greensborough Bypass / 

Diamond Creek Road between M80 
Ring Road and Yan Yean Road from 
two to three lanes.

Benefits include:
• Alleviates congestion caused by the 

NEL construction;
• Reduces rat-running traffic in the 

Greensborough Activity Centre; and
• Improves access between Yan Yean 

Road and M80/North East Link.

Improvements to Diamond Creek Road and Greensborough Bypass including grade 
separation of Civic Drive Roundabout are desperately needed to optimise arterial 
roads and address congestion which will be exacerbated by the North East Link (NEL)
and the continued population growth in the north east.

Upgrading sections of our road 
network to improve traffic flow 
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Providing additional cycling and walking infrastructure as part of North East Link 
(NEL) supports the Victorian Government’s strategic direction to build new shared 
paths that connect communities and get more people cycling and walking in 
Melbourne. Providing this infrastructure early in the project is essential to ensure 
alternative transport options are available when construction reduces road capacity.

Improve walking and cycling options 
as part of the North East Link project

What is needed:
• A walking and cycling path completely 

separated from vehicles along the length 
of NEL with minimal road crossings.

• Safe and continuous east-west routes 
across NEL to connect communities 
to railway stations, shops, schools and 
universities. 

Vital links across NEL:
• Greensborough to Bundoora and 

RMIT University.
• Greensborough via Watsonia to La 

Trobe University and La Trobe Cluster.
• Watsonia to Yallambie via the east – 

west power line easement. 
• La Trobe University to Yallambie via 

Macleod Station.
• Watsonia via Wattle Drive directly to 

La Trobe University. 

Other key network connections:
• Templestowe to Heidelberg Station 

and the Medical Precinct via a new 
bridge over the Yarra River linking to a 
safe on-road cycling lane on Yarra Street.

•  A high-quality safe cyclist crossing of 
Banksia Street to replace the unsafe 
underpass and connect the Banyule 
Trail to the Main Yarra Trail. 

• Completion of a path along the 
Hurstbridge rail line to provide a 
long-promised safe and direct cycling 
route from Watsonia to Heidelberg. 

• Connecting the upgraded Eastern 
Freeway path directly to the CBD 
inner city cycling network.

Constructing an eastern bike corridor, two new Yarra River crossings and completing missing 
walking and bike riding links play a key role in improving all forms of transport for Melbourne.

Our team of engineers, who also happen 
to be passionate bike riders, have been 
working hard with riders, walkers 
and runners to plan for around 25 
kilometres of new and improved paths 
and trails for riders and pedestrians (as 
well as their furry friends). 

We’ve put together a draft design for 
walking and bike riding for North East 
Link, including:

• Completing the long awaited eastern 
bike corridor - a new commuter bike 
riding route to the inner city along the 
Eastern Freeway between Chandler 
Highway and Merri Creek 

• Two new crossings of the Yarra River 
(at Yarra Street, Heidelberg and 
next to the Eastern Freeway, Kew/
Fairfield)

• Completing the missing link in the 
Greensborough bypass path between 

Grimshaw Street and Yallambie Road

• New paths along Bulleen Road 
to improve access to schools and 
sporting facilities

• Improved bike riding connections to 
access places where people work, 
shop and spend time in the north-
east.

These new connections link to existing 
walking and bike riding paths improving 
access to the Watsonia and Heidelberg 
town centres, as well as the community 
facilities along Bulleen Road.

The eastern bike corridor would provide 
a more direct route between the inner 
city and the eastern suburbs, and avoid 
steep and narrow sections of the existing 
Main Yarra Trail.

North East Link will also significantly 
expand the Strategic Cycling Corridor 

network in the north-east, with new 
routes to Greensborough, Watsonia, 
Heidelberg and La Trobe University, 
connecting people to local shops, 
attractions like Heide Gallery, and jobs.

These improvements also deliver on 
the long-term strategic plan for cyclists 
in our city – this will accelerate the 
rollout of the Strategic Cycling Corridor, 
which was a recommendation as part of 
Infrastructure Victoria’s 30 year plan.

We have held workshops on walking and 
bike riding in person and online, which 
gave us some great insight from locals 
as well as keen bike riders and walkers 
from across Melbourne. We continue 
to work with walkers and riders in the 
community to help to shape the look and 
feel of North East Link’s walking and 
cycling links.

Connecting communities 
by foot and bike

Cover: Artist impression of new Yarra Rier bridge by Eastern Freeway. Artist impression only.  Subject to change.

Greensborough Road walking and cycling paths. Artist impression only.  Subject to change.
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The large amount of civil construction associated with the North East Link means 
that many green spaces within the municipality will be impacted.  It is vital that 
adequate space is allowed for natural and attractive landscapes along the entire road 
alignment including large spreading canopy trees of a commensurate scale to the road 
reservation. 

Ensuring Banyule remains green and 
leafy along the North East Link

What is needed:

• Boulevard planting must be a key 
priority to ensure that a high level of 
visual amenity is maintained.

• When designing landscaping, the 
North East Link Project should 
consider the leafy nature of the 
municipality and the importance that 
amenity and green space has to social 
and community wellbeing. Shadowing 
on pathways should be minimised 
through strategic planting allowing 
for good natural light and clear night 
lighting.

• The use of appropriate trees and 
vegetation in the urban environment 
to minimise risks associated with 
urban heat islands and associated heat 
related illnesses.

• The design of this project should 
incorporate the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) framework. CPTED elements 
should reflect the municipality’s 
natural attributes and be used to 
prevent hidden areas and blank 
canvases for graffiti and other anti-
social behaviour.

 

A number of community open space facilities, such as playgrounds and public toilets, 
will be temporarily occupied while North East Link (NEL) is constructed.  These 
will be replaced, but this should be seen as an opportunity to look more closely at 
what would meet the current needs and future trends of the community, especially 
with NEL due to be completed in 2027.  Taking this approach will achieve the best 
outcome for each community rather than employing a ‘like for like’ replacement 
program that misses the mark.

Replacing open space facilities to meet 
community needs and future demands

What is needed:

• When designing and installing 
replacement facilities, the project 
should consider community 
preferences, changing demographics, 
and recreational trends.  At a minimum, 
replacement facilities should be of an 
equivalent land area, incorporate best 
practice construction, and reflect local 
community needs.

• Consultation and collaboration with 
local residents and key influence 
organisations, such as  Vision Australia 
and Dementia Australia, will be key to 
the successful design and use of these 
open spaces.

• The design of this project should 
incorporate the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) framework.  CPTED 
elements in Banyule should reflect 
the leafy nature of the municipality 
and be used to prevent hidden areas 
and blank canvases for graffiti and 
other anti-social behaviour.

 

The North East Link (NEL) is expected to take seven years or more to build. During 
the project’s construction time, and also after the link opening, it is anticipated that 
there will be more vehicles on the roads near the road alignment. History also shows 
us that residential side streets will be turned into ‘rat runs’ as drivers seek alternative 
routes to avoid traffic congestion, construction roadworks and toll roads.                  
                                                                                            

Addressing increased traffic volumes in 
residential streets from North East Link

What is needed:

• Identified ‘rat runs’ need to be 
proactively addressed by the NEL 
project to reduce the likelihood 
of their occurrence and limit 
the detrimental impact on local 
communities. 

• Extensive road traffic management 
plans need to be put in place by 
the NEL project during and post 
construction to manage the increased 
traffic flow on local roads and 
minimise potential safety and amenity 
issues. 
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Throughout the North East Link (NEL) consultation process Council has raised 
significant concerns regarding the location and type of stormwater assets proposed. 
The locations of some of the assets are inappropriate given the site constraints, 
including historical landfills at AK Lines and Borlase reserves.  

There is no evidence the North East Link project will result in acceptable 
environmental impacts at Banyule Creek or Plenty River.

Council has these concerns relating to the construction of NEL:

Protecting water quality and 
stormwater systems in Banyule

• The concentration of stormwater 
pollutants from roads with high traffic 
volumes, such as NEL, can be up to 
four times higher than those with 
lesser traffic volumes.  To date, this 
has not been accounted for. 

• Adoption of the pollutant removal 
targets within best practice 
management may allow NEL to 
increase pollutants above existing levels.

• NEL has the potential to negatively 
impact assets and stormwater 
harvesting systems, such as the 
Kalparrin Gardens stormwater system.

• The design of assets and 
stormwater systems must consider 
the maintenance and renewal 
requirements and this has not been 
appropriately considered to date. 

• It is likely Council will own and 
manage many of the stormwater 
systems and should have input into all 
stages of the design and construction 
of these assets.

 

pu

The construction of the North East Link (NEL) will require the acquisition of 
residential and commercial properties in Banyule leading to the relocation of residents 
and businesses.  Visual amenity will be massively affected by the NEL development and 
change the distinctive community character of neighbourhoods and activity centres. 

It is up to North East Link Project (NELP) to rectify this and demonstrate publicly 
an awareness of the impact of the project upon local communitities and show a 
commitment to investing in and supporting those affected.  As part of this, public art 
projects should be integrated into the redevelopment of all public areas in Banyule 
impacted by NELP.  Created with the input and support of local communities and 
businesses, good quality public art can contribute to a healthy social and economic 
environment. and help restore amenity, connectivity and ownership of a public space.  

Making amends and restoring amenity 
through collaborative public art 

What is needed:
• Investment in artist and community-

led public art commissions in the 
neighbourhoods most directly 
affected by North East Link

• Meaningful and appropriate 
stakeholder engagement and 
consultation to determine community 
needs and priorities

• Advice and support from suitably 
qualified public art experts to ensure 
the appropriateness, and quality of all 
new public art projects

 

The North East Link Project (NELP) has estimated that it will remove about 16,000 
trees.  This will cause immediate and detrimental impacts on tree canopy affecting 
the natural habitats of wildlife and local resident’s liveability.  The value of trees is well 
understood.  They provide shade, help bring down energy costs, reduce stormwater 
runoff and provide homes for wildlife. Trees also improve physical and mental health 
while providing a sense of place. It is vital we increase canopy cover early to maintain 
the area’s liveability and build urban resilience to the impacts of climate change.                          
                                                                                            

Addressing lost canopy cover by 
early tree planting

What is needed:

• As part of the North East Link 
project, early tree planting and 
establishment is vital to counter 
the massive loss of canopy cover.  
This will provide the opportunity 
for the replacement trees to be 
well established and reach their 
exponential growth stage by the time 
the project is completed. 

• NELP needs to provide more detail 
about its proposed tree removal so 
Council can better determine tree 
replacement modelling to meet 
future canopy targets. 

• Complement the existing program 
by undertaking planting throughout 
the municipality on Council managed 
land and identifying more planting 
opportunities on NELP sites and 
other Victorian Government 
managed land.  This will provide the 
maximum scope to replace canopy 
loss impacted by this project.

• Increased canopy cover to improve 
liveability and build urban resilience to 
the impacts of climate change. 
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What is needed:

• Investment in artist and community-led public art 
commissions in the neighbourhoods most directly affected by 
North East Link.

• Advice and support from suitably qualified public art  
experts to ensure the appropriateness, and quality of all new 
public art projects.

• Investment in artist and community-led public art 
commissions in the neighbourhoods most directly affected by 
North East Link.

Protecting water quality and assets
Banyule City Council’s Council Plan requires it to conserve water 
and improve stormwater quality and impact, while seeking to 
protect and enhance the natural environment.  In realising the 
objectives of this Plan Council has invested significantly in the 
creation of WSUD assets and Stormwater Harvesting systems, 
and currently manages approximately $10M of stormwater 
harvesting and WSUD assets.   

Throughout the North East Link EES process Council has raised 
significant concerns with respect to the location and type of 
WSUD assets that are proposed within the municipality.  The 
locations of some WSUD assets are considered inappropriate 
given obvious site constraints including, but not limited to, the 
presence of historical landfills (e.g. AK Lines Reserve and  
Borlase Reserve).  

Additionally, it is of major concern that the proposed water quality 
mitigation measures fail to meet water quality treatment targets 
at a catchment scale and there is no evidence that North East 
Link will result in acceptable environmental impacts at Banyule 
Creek or Plenty River.

A key goal of Melbourne Water’s Heathy Waterways Strategy 
(2018) that is directly relevant to North East Link is, “The 
environmental values and significant ecological processes 
of all of the Yarra catchment waterways are protected and 
improved.” Considering this goal and Council’s water sustainability 
commitments, Council has the following concerns relating to 
the construction of North East Link that Council seek to have 
resolved as part of further planning and design:

The concentration of stormwater pollutants from roads with high 
traffic volumes, such as North East Link, can be up to four times 
higher than those with lesser traffic volumes and this has not been 
accounted for to date (Water Sensitive Road Design – Design 
Options for Improving Stormwater Quality of Road Runoff, August 
2000, Tony Wong / Peter Breen / Sara Lloyd) 

• Adoption of the pollutant removal targets within BPEMG  
may allow North East Link to increase pollutants above 
existing levels.

• North East Link has the potential to negatively impact  
existing WSUD assets and Stormwater Harvesting systems 
(e.g., Kalparrin Gardens stormwater harvesting system)

• The design of WSUD and Stormwater Harvesting systems assets 
must consider the maintenance and renewal requirements and 
has not been appropriately considered to date.

Considering the above and given that it is likely Council will own 
and manage many of the WSUD assets / Stormwater Harvesting 
systems, Council must have input into to all stages of the design 
and construction of the proposed assets.

Manage construction impacts  
on local streets
The North East Link (NEL) is expected to take seven years or 
more to build. During the project’s construction time, and also after 
the link opening, it is anticipated that there will be more vehicles 
on the roads near the road alignment. History also shows us that 
residential side streets will be turned into ‘rat runs’ as drivers 
seek alternative routes to avoid traffic congestion, construction 
roadworks and toll roads.

What is needed:

• Identified ‘rat runs’ need to be proactively addressed by the 
NEL project to reduce the likelihood of their occurrence and 
limit the detrimental impact on local communities.

• Extensive road traffic management plans need to be put 
in place by the NEL project during and post construction to 
manage the increased traffic flow on local roads and minimise 
potential safety and amenity issues.

High quality landscaping
Key supporting documents in relation to landscaping and offset 
planting are as follows:

• Public Open Space Plan and Public Open Space Plan 
Technical Report: A green City that provides high quality, 
sustainable, accessible and well maintained public open 
space within 5 minute walk of residents.

• Draft Urban Forest Strategic Plan 2023: Banyule City 
Council recognises the important contribution that green 
landscapes make to building a municipality as a place to live, 
work and visit; and are committed to protecting, enhancing, 
and managing our urban forest well into the future. The 
local community have clearly demonstrated that they value 
Banyule’s Street and park trees and wish to ensure the 
longevity, health, and protection of their shared green spaces.

• Australian Standard AS2303 – Tree Stock for Landscape 
Use: The objective of this Standard is to provide criteria for 
those who grow, specify or purchase tree stock for landscape 
use.  The use of such criteria enables quality tree stock to be 
identified, regardless of the production method used to grow 
them.

• Tree Planting and Establishment Specifications: Banyule 
specific procedures and standards for tree planting and 
establishment. 

• Weeds in Banyule: This brochure lists some plants that are 
common weeds of parklands and gardens in Banyule and 
suggests methods of control.

• Banyule Park and Street Furniture Design Guidelines:  
Developed to inform Council staff, property developers and 
other user groups in the selection and siting of park and  
street furniture.

• Banyule Standard Drawings: Provides guidance with respect 
to the construction methods associated with roads, kerb 
profiles, vehicular crossovers, footpaths, drainage, pits and 
retaining walls.

• Service Objectives and Quality and Cost Standards for 
Parks and Gardens.

Walking and cycling connections
Enhancing cycling and walking networks along, across and around 
the North East Link is important to support healthy and equitable 
access to jobs, education, shops and services and social and 
sporting activities. Investment in this infrastructure pays off for all 
levels of government and local and regional communities.

Enhancing walking and cycling infrastructure will:

• Improve transport efficiency including reducing congestion on 
roads and increasing access to rail stations.

• Increase economic prosperity of individuals and businesses.

• Improve community health and wellbeing.

• Support Victorian Government initiatives tackling  
climate change.

• Increase social and economic inclusion through affordable 
connections to activities.

The North East Link will divide Banyule. More walking and cycling 
paths along, across and around the North East Link will minimise  
its impact. 

This is an opportunity to ensure that key goals of the Victorian 
Cycling Strategy 2018 – 2028 are implemented and cyclist and 
pedestrian needs are addressed.

North East Link Project’s current shared path links (to navigate 
across the NEL) divert cyclists onto roads rather than providing 
connections to cycling paths. and underpasses. A complete 
shared user path is required at a minimum with separated  
off-road cycling infrastructure.

Key upgrades as a part of the North East Link in the northern 
secondary freeway package should include:

• A continuous cycling route from the M80 along the NEL 
corridor to Yallambie Road.  

• A cycling and shared path connection from the planned NEL 
Yando Street underpass to Greensborough Station. 

• An upgraded connection from Watsonia to Greensborough 
linking through the NEL Nell Street overpass. 
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The construction of the North East Link (NEL) will require the acquisition of 
residential and commercial properties in Banyule leading to the relocation of residents 
and businesses.  Visual amenity will be massively affected by the NEL development and 
change the distinctive community character of neighbourhoods and activity centres. 

It is up to North East Link Project (NELP) to rectify this and demonstrate publicly 
an awareness of the impact of the project upon local communitities and show a 
commitment to investing in and supporting those affected.  As part of this, public art 
projects should be integrated into the redevelopment of all public areas in Banyule 
impacted by NELP.  Created with the input and support of local communities and 
businesses, good quality public art can contribute to a healthy social and economic 
environment. and help restore amenity, connectivity and ownership of a public space.  

Making amends and restoring amenity 
through collaborative public art 

What is needed:
• Investment in artist and community-

led public art commissions in the 
neighbourhoods most directly 
affected by North East Link

• Meaningful and appropriate 
stakeholder engagement and 
consultation to determine community 
needs and priorities

• Advice and support from suitably 
qualified public art experts to ensure 
the appropriateness, and quality of all 
new public art projects
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The North East Link Project (NELP) has estimated that it will remove about 16,000 
trees.  This will cause immediate and detrimental impacts on tree canopy affecting 
the natural habitats of wildlife and local resident’s liveability.  The value of trees is well 
understood.  They provide shade, help bring down energy costs, reduce stormwater 
runoff and provide homes for wildlife. Trees also improve physical and mental health 
while providing a sense of place. It is vital we increase canopy cover early to maintain 
the area’s liveability and build urban resilience to the impacts of climate change.                          
                                                                                            

Addressing lost canopy cover by 
early tree planting

What is needed:

• As part of the North East Link 
project, early tree planting and 
establishment is vital to counter 
the massive loss of canopy cover.  
This will provide the opportunity 
for the replacement trees to be 
well established and reach their 
exponential growth stage by the time 
the project is completed. 

• NELP needs to provide more detail 
about its proposed tree removal so 
Council can better determine tree 
replacement modelling to meet 
future canopy targets. 

• Complement the existing program 
by undertaking planting throughout 
the municipality on Council managed 
land and identifying more planting 
opportunities on NELP sites and 
other Victorian Government 
managed land.  This will provide the 
maximum scope to replace canopy 
loss impacted by this project.

• Increased canopy cover to improve 
liveability and build urban resilience to 
the impacts of climate change. 
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Throughout the North East Link (NEL) consultation process Council has raised 
significant concerns regarding the location and type of stormwater assets proposed. 
The locations of some of the assets are inappropriate given the site constraints, 
including historical landfills at AK Lines and Borlase reserves.  

There is no evidence the North East Link project will result in acceptable 
environmental impacts at Banyule Creek or Plenty River.

Council has these concerns relating to the construction of NEL:

Protecting water quality and 
stormwater systems in Banyule

• The concentration of stormwater 
pollutants from roads with high traffic 
volumes, such as NEL, can be up to 
four times higher than those with 
lesser traffic volumes.  To date, this 
has not been accounted for. 

• Adoption of the pollutant removal 
targets within best practice 
management may allow NEL to 
increase pollutants above existing levels.

• NEL has the potential to negatively 
impact assets and stormwater 
harvesting systems, such as the 
Kalparrin Gardens stormwater system.

• The design of assets and 
stormwater systems must consider 
the maintenance and renewal 
requirements and this has not been 
appropriately considered to date. 

• It is likely Council will own and 
manage many of the stormwater 
systems and should have input into all 
stages of the design and construction 
of these assets.

 

The North East Link (NEL) is expected to take seven years or more to build. During 
the project’s construction time, and also after the link opening, it is anticipated that 
there will be more vehicles on the roads near the road alignment. History also shows 
us that residential side streets will be turned into ‘rat runs’ as drivers seek alternative 
routes to avoid traffic congestion, construction roadworks and toll roads.                  
                                                                                            

Addressing increased traffic volumes in 
residential streets from North East Link

What is needed:

• Identified ‘rat runs’ need to be 
proactively addressed by the NEL 
project to reduce the likelihood 
of their occurrence and limit 
the detrimental impact on local 
communities. 

• Extensive road traffic management 
plans need to be put in place by 
the NEL project during and post 
construction to manage the increased 
traffic flow on local roads and 
minimise potential safety and amenity 
issues. 
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A number of community open space facilities, such as playgrounds and public toilets, 
will be temporarily occupied while North East Link (NEL) is constructed.  These 
will be replaced, but this should be seen as an opportunity to look more closely at 
what would meet the current needs and future trends of the community, especially 
with NEL due to be completed in 2027.  Taking this approach will achieve the best 
outcome for each community rather than employing a ‘like for like’ replacement 
program that misses the mark.

Replacing open space facilities to meet 
community needs and future demands

What is needed:

• When designing and installing 
replacement facilities, the project 
should consider community 
preferences, changing demographics, 
and recreational trends.  At a minimum, 
replacement facilities should be of an 
equivalent land area, incorporate best 
practice construction, and reflect local 
community needs.

• Consultation and collaboration with 
local residents and key influence 
organisations, such as  Vision Australia 
and Dementia Australia, will be key to 
the successful design and use of these 
open spaces.

• The design of this project should 
incorporate the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) framework.  CPTED 
elements in Banyule should reflect 
the leafy nature of the municipality 
and be used to prevent hidden areas 
and blank canvases for graffiti and 
other anti-social behaviour.

Constructing an eastern bike corridor, two new Yarra River crossings and completing missing 
walking and bike riding links play a key role in improving all forms of transport for Melbourne.

Our team of engineers, who also happen 
to be passionate bike riders, have been 
working hard with riders, walkers 
and runners to plan for around 25 
kilometres of new and improved paths 
and trails for riders and pedestrians (as 
well as their furry friends). 

We’ve put together a draft design for 
walking and bike riding for North East 
Link, including:

• Completing the long awaited eastern 
bike corridor - a new commuter bike 
riding route to the inner city along the 
Eastern Freeway between Chandler 
Highway and Merri Creek 

• Two new crossings of the Yarra River 
(at Yarra Street, Heidelberg and 
next to the Eastern Freeway, Kew/
Fairfield)

• Completing the missing link in the 
Greensborough bypass path between 

Grimshaw Street and Yallambie Road

• New paths along Bulleen Road 
to improve access to schools and 
sporting facilities

• Improved bike riding connections to 
access places where people work, 
shop and spend time in the north-
east.

These new connections link to existing 
walking and bike riding paths improving 
access to the Watsonia and Heidelberg 
town centres, as well as the community 
facilities along Bulleen Road.

The eastern bike corridor would provide 
a more direct route between the inner 
city and the eastern suburbs, and avoid 
steep and narrow sections of the existing 
Main Yarra Trail.

North East Link will also significantly 
expand the Strategic Cycling Corridor 

network in the north-east, with new 
routes to Greensborough, Watsonia, 
Heidelberg and La Trobe University, 
connecting people to local shops, 
attractions like Heide Gallery, and jobs.

These improvements also deliver on 
the long-term strategic plan for cyclists 
in our city – this will accelerate the 
rollout of the Strategic Cycling Corridor, 
which was a recommendation as part of 
Infrastructure Victoria’s 30 year plan.

We have held workshops on walking and 
bike riding in person and online, which 
gave us some great insight from locals 
as well as keen bike riders and walkers 
from across Melbourne. We continue 
to work with walkers and riders in the 
community to help to shape the look and 
feel of North East Link’s walking and 
cycling links.

Connecting communities 
by foot and bike

Cover: Artist impression of new Yarra Rier bridge by Eastern Freeway. Artist impression only.  Subject to change.

Greensborough Road walking and cycling paths. Artist impression only.  Subject to change.
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The large amount of civil construction associated with the North East Link means 
that many green spaces within the municipality will be impacted.  It is vital that 
adequate space is allowed for natural and attractive landscapes along the entire road 
alignment including large spreading canopy trees of a commensurate scale to the road 
reservation. 

Ensuring Banyule remains green and 
leafy along the North East Link

What is needed:

• Boulevard planting must be a key 
priority to ensure that a high level of 
visual amenity is maintained.

• When designing landscaping, the 
North East Link Project should 
consider the leafy nature of the 
municipality and the importance that 
amenity and green space has to social 
and community wellbeing. Shadowing 
on pathways should be minimised 
through strategic planting allowing 
for good natural light and clear night 
lighting.

• The use of appropriate trees and 
vegetation in the urban environment 
to minimise risks associated with 
urban heat islands and associated heat 
related illnesses.

• The design of this project should 
incorporate the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) framework. CPTED elements 
should reflect the municipality’s 
natural attributes and be used to 
prevent hidden areas and blank 
canvases for graffiti and other anti-
social behaviour.
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Providing additional cycling and walking infrastructure as part of North East Link 
(NEL) supports the Victorian Government’s strategic direction to build new shared 
paths that connect communities and get more people cycling and walking in 
Melbourne. Providing this infrastructure early in the project is essential to ensure 
alternative transport options are available when construction reduces road capacity.

Improve walking and cycling options 
as part of the North East Link project

What is needed:
• A walking and cycling path completely 

separated from vehicles along the length 
of NEL with minimal road crossings.

• Safe and continuous east-west routes 
across NEL to connect communities 
to railway stations, shops, schools and 
universities. 

Vital links across NEL:
• Greensborough to Bundoora and 

RMIT University.
• Greensborough via Watsonia to La 

Trobe University and La Trobe Cluster.
• Watsonia to Yallambie via the east – 

west power line easement. 
• La Trobe University to Yallambie via 

Macleod Station.
• Watsonia via Wattle Drive directly to 

La Trobe University. 

Other key network connections:
• Templestowe to Heidelberg Station 

and the Medical Precinct via a new 
bridge over the Yarra River linking to a 
safe on-road cycling lane on Yarra Street.

•  A high-quality safe cyclist crossing of 
Banksia Street to replace the unsafe 
underpass and connect the Banyule 
Trail to the Main Yarra Trail. 

• Completion of a path along the 
Hurstbridge rail line to provide a 
long-promised safe and direct cycling 
route from Watsonia to Heidelberg. 

• Connecting the upgraded Eastern 
Freeway path directly to the CBD 
inner city cycling network.

North East Link Economic Analysis -
Watsonia

Final Report

September 2022

North East Link Economic Analysis -
Watsonia

Final Report

September 2022

Executive Summary

North East Link  
Economic Analysis -  
Watsonia
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COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION WITHOUT PERMISSION OF CITY OF BANYULE

© Value Advisory Partners 2018-2022.

Watsonia Village

• Improved access to Watsonia Village from
east of the Greensborough Highway

• Better integration and accessibility
between Watsonia town centre, Watsonia
Station and Watsonia community

• Up to 1,300 additional residents from
new developments accessing the
neighbourhood centre

Transport & 
Connectivity

• Upgraded Watsonia Station integrated with
new road access, pedestrian safety and
amenity over rail to Watsonia Village

• New underground multi-deck commuter car
parking at station

• Uplift of $20 to $40 million value created
through additional improvements to
pedestrian and cycling accessibility

Amenity

• New retail and F&B opportunities at new
developments

• New active frontage to Watsonia Road
• New landscaping and open space amenity

on decked NEL corridor
• Landscaped road decking reducing urban

heat impact and noise pollution

Economic

• $190 to $340 million in additional value that
could be created from opportunities enabled
by a covered road

• Up to $20 million in gross value added
annually to City of Banyule economy

• Up to 215 additional ongoing jobs
• Up to 11,000 sqm of additional commercial

and retail floor space
• Up to 750 additional residential dwellings

Increased Social 
Capital

• Up to 100 new social housing dwellings in
the precinct

• New floor space available for Council
services in the Watsonia Village

• New energy and water efficient
environmentally sustainable design

Watsonia NEL covered road extension
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housing	choice	and	

new	affordable	
housing	outcomes.
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Current	plans	for	NEL
would	be	the	least
preferred	outcome	for
the	community

A	cut	and	cover	would	
provide	greater	economic	
benefits	-	more	jobs,	
greater	overall	development	
and	generates	an	increased	
level	of	gross	value	added

The	‘cut	and	cover’	 
option	is	worth	further
investigation,	for	the
potential	greater	certainty
of	enhanced	benefits	for
the	Watsonia	community
than	the	‘trench’	option

The new Watsonia (at 2042)

Open trench =
a loss in value for  

Watsonia community1

Cut and cover =
extra growth in jobs,  

value and development3

Cut and  
cover = Risk  
mitigation
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Cut and cover =
Watsonia Village

activation,  
20 minute

neighbourhood 2

Cut and cover =  
delivery of up to  

25% affordable housing 4
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